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Methodology

This analysis used demographic data to identify communities in Massachusetts for which
greater investments can be made in immigrant integration, civic education, and public edu-
cation. These “priority investment areas” can benefit from targeted community planning and
education funding initiatives that will also advance community cohesion, long-term benefits-
focused fiscal decisions, and immigrant integration. American Community Survey 2005-
2009 estimates data by census tract was used to provide a snapshot of where baby boom-
ers aged 55+, immigrants, and families are concentrated in the Commonwealth. Data on
per pupil expenditures from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary
education was also used.

A census tract was defined as having a high concentration of a population if 25 percent or
more of the tract consisted of that population. Through overlays of data on baby boomers
aged 55+ immigrants, families, income, and school per pupil expenditures, communities in
which there exists a “cultural generation gap” — or the potential of such a gap — were identi-
fied. Communities meeting the criteria were identified as “priority investment areas”. The
analysis also examined whether there was any correlation between low per pupil expendi-
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