Prioritizing Land for Conservation: Environmental vs. Social Services
Buzzards Bay Watershed, Massachusetts
Project Goals:
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Priority lands for conservation are identified in the Buzzards Bay watershed in southeastern Massachusetts according to environmental and social services. This watershed is one of the fastest growing areas in the Northeast in regards to population growth and development. In order to maintain and improve the water quality of the Bay land conservation is critical, as it has been shown to be one of the most cost-effective ways to protect water resources.
Priority land will be identified in two ways. The first scenario will place high value on land that is critical to protect for water quality- wetlands, vernal
pools, flood zones, and agricultural lands. The second scenario will place high value on additional criteria to determine which lands are most important to
protect if social services are considered- proximity to schools and environmental justice communities.
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