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OBJECTIVE

BNC AND OPEN SPACES IN THE AREA OF STUDY

Mass Audubon has the goal to attract diverse
communities around their sanctuaries and to extent the role of their nature Centers from recreation to education in environmental issues, engaging the communities to become greener. The goal
of the project is to analyze the contexts of the Boston Nature Center (BNC) located in Wellington
Hill in the city of Boston. The analysis is focus on
the accessibility for different groups, the demographic characteristics of communities nearby
and the services that these neighborhoods have to
understand their needs.

METHODOLOGY

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS BY NEIGHBORHOOD
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SERVICES INVENTORY IN THE CITY OF BOSTON

AREA OF STUDY ACCORDING TO WALKABILITY

1.Define the area nearby the BNC and
measure walkability
Network Analysis: Measure walking distances of
1/4 and 1/2 mile as parameters and 1 mile to increase the area of influence. The Boston Nature
Center is in the middle of the Sanctuary Area,
which means that there is around a quarter mile
from the Center to the main access in the street
(1/4 mile is added to overcome the distance from
the BNC to the street)

PRESENCE OF CHILDREN

2. Accessibility by public transportation
Euclidean Distance: Calculate distances of 1/4
and 1/2 mile from MBTA stations and bus stops.
The scores of each analysis are reclassified into a
5 points range. Then overlapped and added to
obtain a new score rank and accessibility to BNC
coming by public transportation.

3. Demographics
3.1 Using 2010 census data for population and
2000 for income, make a visualization of main
characteristics.
3.2 Intersections through Spatial join of the area
of study and open spaces: To get a table of population and housing units by neighborhood with
the percentage of neighborhood that are within
the area.

4. Community Inventory
Map different services in the city of Boston to
show the area in comparison with the City.

ACCESSIBILITY

CONCLUSION
The BNC has a very low quality of accessibility,
MBTA stations are far and just a few buses arrive
near the area. Mass Audubon need to develop a
strategy to improve the access to it. In relation to
the neighborhoods, the BNC is surrounded by
other open spaces that are also private and have
functions as cemeteries, which in some cases can
be strong barriers to the access of the center. Bike
trails connecting the different green areas can be
an interesting possibility, taking advantage to the
proximity of the Arnold Arboretum and Forest
Hill that are recognized open spaces among the
metro area of Boston.
The city of Boston is well provided by different

services to the community. However, the distribution is not homogeneous along the territory.
The middle and southern areas, where the BCN is
located, have fewer services than the north area.
The BNC can provide recreation and services to
communities that are not totally served giving a
big contribution to the area.
The demographics indicate that communities
nearby the BNC are mostly minorities. This encourage Mass Audubon to attract a diverse group
of people. Children can be the initial engagement
through the summer camps and different activities that can increase the quality of life of the
families that live nearby.

