Progression of the Syrian Conflict

X and its Effect on Civilians
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Since the Arab Spring instigated a rebel upris-
ing against President Bashar al’Assad in 2011,

Syria has faced ongoing conflict. For over two N um be J Of Death S per D I Strl Ct

years, rebel forces have been in armed conflict Figure 1.0: Deaths per District in 2011 Figure 3.0: Deaths per District in 2012
with the Syrian Army, as both sides attempt to
gain control over strategic locations within the
country. The complexity of interactions be-
tween government forces, the Free Syrian
Army, Kurdish groups, Islamist militias, Turk-
ish forces, pro-government Alawite militias,
and more recently jihadist groups has contrib-
uted to tensions.

The purpose of this analysis was to illustrate
the violence in Syria across both space and
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time. It further seeks to evaluate the distribu- %*
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Methods

Due to the inaccessibility of conflict zones, the
majority of the data used relied on the compi-
lation of news reports by organizations like
Syria Tracker, Women Under Siege, and the
New York Times.
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The principal data sources for this analysis
were shapefiles provided by Syria Tracker,
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which contain data on times, locations and de- — ffo
scriptions of death incidents. These were used — b
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igures 2.0 and 4.0). The number of deaths B
per admlmst?atlve district (Flgures 1.0 and. Conclusions T oalites i Syt s lhadl @ G aproperition-
3.0) were estimated by summing the death in- . .

oy ately large effect on the civilian population. In

The conflict in Syria has inarguably escalated
since its outbreak in 2011. The United Nations
has estimated over 70,000 casualties since

March 2011. The Syria Tracker source estimates

6,067 deaths in 2011, 41,903 in 2012, and 8,699 Although the rate of increase in casualties has
in 2013. leveled off since 2012, it is clear that the vio-

lence is far from over. Although the climbing
death toll has brought the conflict into news
headlines, limited and inconsistent access to
data challenge careful conflict analysis. Through

cidents in each year, and joining this dataset
with the administrative shapefile to create
choropleth maps. Figure 8.0 combines this
with 2013 data to show the total deaths by
district to date.

many districts, the proportion of civilian deaths
is over 80%. These same districts show a strong
correlation with incidents of sexual violence.

Figures 5.0 and 6.0 were adapted from a map
in the New York Times using digitization and
georeferencing. This map was combined with
Syria Tracker data in order to demonstrate the
density and distribution of deaths incidents.

This analysis has demonstrated several patterns.
Though a large proportion of the killings have
occurred in the Homs district, the highest num-

ber have been in the Southern governorate of Rif
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Effects on the civilian population, as shown in
Figure 7.0, combines sexual violence reports

from the Women Under Siege Project with [ Jc-cze Fighting ha.s also spread to the northeast regions those in need.

Syria Tracker data. Locations of sexual vio- Il Government Strength [Jeor-c.a as Kurdish involvement and rebel forces have

lence were coded into GIS use XY coordinates. [ Rebel Strength (. 9 strengthened.

These points were overlaid on a choropleth Vagy) Idrdish ftreas - :f 2 5 References

map Showing the proportion of civilian deaths @ Death Sites in 2013 4 %] ;;: ; :: 1. "Documenting Sexualized Violence in Syria." Women Under Siege. https://womenundersiegesyria. crowdmap.com/.

to total deaths in order to illustrate the con- ‘ ot2-5355—0=7u)§)/lile3 Bl s -car 2. “Syria Tracker.” Humanitarian Tracker. https://syriatracker.crowdmap.com/.

flict’s effect on civilians. 01000 40 S0 &0 3. Stack, Liam, and Sergio Pecanha. "Map of the Dispute in Syria." The New York Times. N.p., 12 Mar. 2013. Web. 24 Apr. 2013. <http://

OO - s www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/03/13/world/middleeast/a-snapshot-of-the-dispute-in-syria.html?_r=0>.


http://www.google.com/imgres?q=syrian+flag&client=firefox-a&hs=wnQ&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&channel=fflb&biw=940&bih=583&tbm=isch&tbnid=HOSOB7H3CtQowM:&imgrefurl=http://www.1uptravel.com/flags/largeflags/syria.html&docid=jY2x818H4RuDYM&imgurl=

