Regional Conflict Formations: Conflict Trends from 1989-2012 in East Africa

m989: Burundi is in the midst of civil war

* 1990: (Rwanda): Forces of the rebel, mainly Tutsi,
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) invade Rwanda from
Uganda - civil war ensues

* 1991: (Zaire/DRC) Riots in Kinshasa by unpaid
soldiers

* 1993: Burundian president assassinated

* 1994: Rwandan and (new) Burundian Presidents'
plane shot down - both are killed

* 1994: Rwandan Genocide

* 1994: After Tutsi rebels take control of Rwanda, over
a million refugees flood into Zaire/DRC, including
Rwandan army soldiers and Hutu extremist
militiamen complicit in the genocide.
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Period1: 1989-1994

Period 2: 1995-1997

—

* 1995:Extremist Hutu militias and Zairian government
forces attack localTutsis; Burundi, massacre of Hutu
refugees leads to renewed ethnic violence in the
capital.

* 1996-1997: First Congo War

* 1996: Rwanda invades DRC and attacks Hutu militia
dominated camps

* 1997: (DRC) Laurent Kabila overthrows the regime
of Mobutu Sese Seko, aided by Tutsi and other anti-
Mobutu rebels, as well as Rwanda, Angola, Eritrea,
Uganda and Burundi. Zaire renamed DRC.
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6998: (DRC) Kabila orders foreign troops to leave, \
they refuse; Rwanda & Uganda enter DRC with
intention to overthrow Kabila

* 1999: Luska Peace Agreement signed by all parties
and ignored;UN sets up peacekeeping mission
MONUC; Rift forms between rebel groups backed by
Rwanda and Uganda

* 2000: (Burundi) Government and three Tutsi groups
sign a ceasefire accord, but two main Hutu groups
refuse to join in.

* 2001: (DRC) Laurent Kabilia is assassinated, son
takes over

* 2002: Several new peace agreements signed
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Period 3:1998-2002

Period 4: 2003-2006

* 2003: End of the 2nd Congo War; Rwandese
elections accused of fraud; Burundi, major rebel
assault on capital

* 2004: Fighting in east DRC between army and pro-
Rwandan rebels; Rwanda denies support

* 2005: LRA suspected to have entered DRC via S.
Sudan; Uganda threatens to enter DRC

* 2006: DRC, contested elections; CNDP rebels, led by
General Nkunda, clash with the MONUC in North
Kivu, displacing 50,000; Burundi, last rebel group,
FNL, signs peace agreement
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6007: (DRC) Continued clashes in the capital over \

contested elections

* 2008: (DRC) Goma agreement signed and fails;
Rwanda accused of aiding rebels in eastern DRC; The
DRC, Uganda, and S. Sudan launch joint military
offensive against the LRA

* 2009: Rwanda/DRC joint operation in eastern DRC
against Hutu militia FDLR; FDLR Launches frequent
attacks; Series of mutinies by soldiers in east DRC ;
Burundi, last rebel group lays down arms

* 2010: (DRC) Mass rapes in eastern DRC; Rwanda,
ethnic group Btwa, accuse government of attacks;
Burundian elections constested

N

Period 5: 2007-2010

* 2011: (DRC) contested elections ; rebel leader breaks
out of prison along with 1000 inmates

* 2011: (Burundi) members of opposition groups and
former rebel group, FNL, are killed or disappeared

* 2012: (DRC)M23 rebel movement begins attacks in
east DRC. A UN panel says Rwanda and Uganda are
supplying M23 with weapons and support, which
both countries deny.

* 2012: Burundian rebel groups launches attacks from
within DRC boarder
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Conflict Hot Spots 2010-2012
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‘New Wars’ and the Regionalization of Conflict

The Theory

The ‘new wars’ theory, made popular by Mary
Kaldor, argues that conflicts today have a multitude
of transnational connections so that the distinctions
between internal and external, and local and global,
are difficult to sustain. Additionally, the discourse on
regional conflict systems has started to gain momen-
tum 1n the post-Cold War era as scholars have started
to analyze conflicts through a regional lens that takes
into account the considerable speed with which secu-
rity threats can travel across space and borders. In re-
gards to conflicts in Africa, these dynamics have
been referred to as “regional conflict formations”,
where conflicts become interconnected due to their
geographic proximity, making them that much more
complex. This process of regionalization of armed
conflict 1s facilitated by the individual structural con-
ditions of states, which in turn has prompted the
arguments in-favor of multi-dimensional peacekeep-
Ing operations (weak states, porous borders, failing
security infrastructure, regional instability, migration,
and marginalized identities). Additionally, a
byproduct of this proposed paradigm shift in how
conflicts are fought in both the ‘new wars’ and the
‘regionalization of conflict’ arguments is that states
are now more likely to act via proxy in the conflicts
of other states. As Rubin et al argue, Africa
constitutes a complex interconnected conflict system

and consequently there 1s a need to formulate “sets of
policies that address multiple arenas and sources of

conflict within a given region in an integrated way.”

Conflict Data: Armed Conflict Location and Event Dataset (ACLED) for years 1998-2012, Uppsala Conflict Data Program's Georeferenced Event

Dataset (UCDP-GED) for years 1989-1997; Administrative Boundaries & Geographic Features: Global Administrative Areas (GADM), Tufts M:
drive ESRI Data Maps 10 & GfK Macon Co.; Projection: WGS UTM Zone 35N

Cartographer: Nachama Rosen. The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
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The Change in Conflict Over Time
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