
DEFERRED
ACTION FOR
CHILDHOOD
ARRIVALS
(DACA)
P R O T E C T I N G  D R E A M E R S  

"In 2012, the Obama administration

launched the Deferred Action for

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) initiative

to provide a temporary reprieve from

deportation to qualified unauthorized

immigrants who came to the U.S. as

children. " (MPI 2021)

W H A T  I S  D A C A ?

A Humane Immigration
Policy for Young Adults

S o u r c e s :

B e n e n s o n ,  L a u r e n c e .  “ F a c t  S h e e t :  D e f e r r e d  A c t i o n  f o r  C h i l d h o o d  A r r i v a l s  ( D A C A ) . ”  N a t i o n a l  I m m i g r a t i o n  F o r u m ,

O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  2 0 2 0 .  h t t p s : / / i m m i g r a t i o n f o r u m . o r g / a r t i c l e / f a c t - s h e e t - o n - d e f e r r e d - a c t i o n - f o r - c h i l d h o o d - a r r i v a l s -

d a c a / .  

“ D A C A  F a c t s :  T h e  C a s e  f o r  P r o t e c t i n g  D r e a m e r s . ”  F W D . u s ,  N o v e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 2 0 .

h t t p s : / / w w w . f w d . u s / n e w s / d a c a - f a c t s / .

“ D R E A M  A c t / D e f e r r e d  A c t i o n . ”  m i g r a t i o n p o l i c y . o r g .  M i g r a t i o n  P o l i c y  I n s t i t u t e ,  M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 1 .

h t t p s : / / w w w . m i g r a t i o n p o l i c y . o r g / t o p i c s / d r e a m - a c t d e f e r r e d - a c t i o n .

"A Dreamer is an undocumented

immigrant who came to the United

States as a child. Dreamers often

have only known the U.S. as home and

identify as Americans...The average

DACA recipient arrived in the United

States at age 7 and has lived here for

more than 20 years.  " (Benenson

2020)

W H O  A R E
D R E A M E R S ?

Undocumented Americans

700,000+
current DACA recipients (FWD.us 2020) 



Came to the U.S. below the age of 16

Have continuously resided in the U.S.

since June 15, 2007

Have no current legal status and no

criminal record (USCIS 2021)

W H O  I S  E L I G I B L E ?

Individuals Who...

S o u r c e s :

“ C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  D e f e r r e d  A c t i o n  f o r  C h i l d h o o d  A r r i v a l s  ( D A C A ) . ”  U S C I S ,  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  2 0 2 1 .

h t t p s : / / w w w . u s c i s . g o v / h u m a n i t a r i a n / c o n s i d e r a t i o n - o f - d e f e r r e d - a c t i o n - f o r - c h i l d h o o d - a r r i v a l s - d a c a .

L ó p e z ,  G u s t a v o ,  a n d  J e n s  M a n u e l  K r o g s t a d .  “ K e y  F a c t s  a b o u t  ' D r e a m e r s '  E n r o l l e d  i n  D A C A . ”  P e w  R e s e a r c h

C e n t e r .  P e w  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r ,  M a y  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0 .  h t t p s : / / w w w . p e w r e s e a r c h . o r g / f a c t - t a n k / 2 0 1 7 / 0 9 / 2 5 / k e y - f a c t s -

a b o u t - u n a u t h o r i z e d - i m m i g r a n t s - e n r o l l e d - i n - d a c a / .  

“ T u f t s '  S t u d e n t s  o f  D A C A  a n d  U n d o c u m e n t e d  S t a t u s  S p e a k  O u t . ”  T u f t s  N o w .  T u f t s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  N o v e m b e r  1 2 ,

2 0 1 9 .  h t t p s : / / n o w . t u f t s . e d u / a r t i c l e s / t u f t s - s t u d e n t s - d a c a - a n d - u n d o c u m e n t e d - s t a t u s - s p e a k - o u t .

W H E R E  A R E
D R E A M E R S  F R O M ?

In 2017, the top ten
countries of origin of
DACA recipients were...

I N  T H E I R  O W N  W O R D S :

"We are not here to take away opportunities from
anyone...Nothing is given to us. We work really hard.

There is not one undocumented story. We have
similarities, but we’re very different people. Our stories

are very dynamic and different." 
- DACA Recipient, Tufts University Class of 2021

(López & Krogstad 2020)
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