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Indians are the largest group of South Asians
in the U.S.

R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  I M M I G R A T I O N

Imposed literacy
tests on

immigrants, and
barred immigration

from the Asia-
Pacific zone

Established a new
immigration policy based
on reuniting immigrant

families and skilled labor
to the United States 

1 9 1 3

Alien Land Law
of California
Disqualified all
foreigners and

non-citizens from
owning or leasing

land, targeting
Sikhs 

1 9 1 7

Barred Zone Act

1 9 2 4

Asian Exclusion
Act 

Set quotas on the
number of

immigrants from
the Eastern

Hemisphere 

1 9 6 5

The Immigration
and Nationality Act

2 0 1 6

Executive Order
13769  (Muslim Ban) 

Placed restrictions
on travel to the

U.S. for citizens of
many South Asian

countries 

A N D  T H E  I M P A C T  O N  S O U T H  A S I A N  I M M I G R A N T S

Source: Japenese American Citizens League 

Length of residency in the United
States can impact South Asian

perspectives on immigration and
progressive issues. Second-

generation South Asians are more
“racially socialized” than their

first-generation counterparts as
they grow up in a majority-

minority context where race is
salient. 

P E R C E P T I O N S  O F  
D I S C R I M I N A T I O N

G E N E R A T I O N A L
 S T A T U S

Scholars found that perceived
discrimination can have an impact on
many factors of one’s life. For Asian

Indian, Korean, and Arab Americans, a
negative relationship between

perceived discrimination and self-
esteem exists. If discrimination has
effectively made South Asians feel

like outsiders, they may identify more
as American as to avoid

discrimination and being seen as
disloyal.

 

 
Source: Pew Research Center; Population estimates from U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 

Chinese and Indian individuals make up the
largest groups of Asian Americans in the U.S.
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