
The U.S. is definitely becoming
more ethno-racially diverse, but

some scholars argue that groups
currently considered "non-White" -
like Hispanics, Asian, and biracial

Americans - will assimilate into
the White mainstream of America,

just as Italian and Eastern
European Jewish Americans did

(Yancey 2003; Alba 2016)

is the u.s. browning or whitening?
making sense of america's demographic changes

The U.S. Census Bureau projects
that the United States will become
a "minority White" nation in 2045,
largely due to rapid growth in the
Hispanic American population
(Frey 2018)

Some researchers suggest that a
more inclusive definition of
Whiteness would include the
millions of Hispanics who self-
identify as White (Myers and Levy
2018); however, self-identification
does not tell us everything about
someone's race. For example...

America is Becoming a
Majority-Minority Nation

Do We Know That
For Sure?

So Are These Groups
Becoming White?



While the vast majority of Hispanic Americans
self-identify as "White" on government surveys,

few Hispanic Americans believe that other
Americans see them as White

 

Why Does This Finding Matter?

When someone feels they are perceived as non-White,
it generally means they have faced discrimination

because of their skin color. According to Golash-Boza
(2006), Latinos who face discrimination are 32 percent
more likely to adopt a pan-Latino identity instead of a

White identity. Until Americans recognize most Latinos
as White, only Latinos with the lightest skin will

"become White."
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