Sanctuary Cities:
E E Myth vs Reality E E

"Sanctuary cities" are municipalities that in some way Llimit
cooperation with federal immigration enforcement like ICE

How Common are "Sanctuary City"
Policies by State?

States with statewide
sanctuary policies

States with cities and
counties that have
sanctuary policies

States with counties
that have sanctuary
policies

States without
sanctuary policies

"Sanctuary cities are dens of

criminality and violence"

One in four Americans believe
that immigrants are more
likely to commit crimes than
native-born Americans (that's
a lot of Americans).

If sanctuary cities harbored or
invited more criminals than other
cities, shouldn't crime rates
increase? In fact, the introduction of
sanctuary policies is not statistically
linked to increased crime.

The reality is that sanctuary policies help reduce
crime by encouraging immigrants to report abuses
suffered like wage theft or domestic abuse.
Immigrants will also be more comfortable acting
as witnesses in criminal investigations.

Increased rates of
immigration are associated
with a decrease in the overall
crime rate.

Research suggests that
undocumented immigrants are less
likely to commit crimes than native-
born Americans!
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Myth: Sanctuary cities allow immigrants

leech off of American citizens"

As of 2017 there were

Many Americans believe

o <D e o
that these immigrants are m
negatively impacting their (‘v
ability to get a job. 6 '

Increased deportations as a result
of anti-sanctuary policies did not
have any effect on the local
employment of unskilled workers
or on local job creation. 4

Instead of ruining job prospects, immigrants in fact contribute greatly
to the economy
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The state of California, for example,
estimated that undocumented immigrants
contributed $180 billion dollars to the state's
economy in 2017 alone.

Reality:

Undocumented immigrants deserve the
same rights, protections, and services that
other Americans have. They are peaceful
and economically beneficial despite the
beliefs of many Americans. Sanctuary
policies ensure that these individuals are
not punished for seeking an American life.




1. Griffith, Bryan. “Map: Sanctuary Cities, Counties, and
States.” CIS.org, 22 Mar. 2021, cis.org/Map-Sanctuary-
Cities-Counties-and-States.

2.Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. Pew
Research Center: American Trends Panel Wave 52, 2019
[Dataset]. Roper #31116680, Version 2. lpsos [producer].
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY: Roper Center for Public
Opinion Research [distributor]. doi:10.25940/ROPER-
31116680

3.Dhingra, Reva, et al. “Immigration Policies and Access to
the Justice System: The Effect of Enforcement Escalations
on Undocumented Immigrants and Their Communities.”
Political Behavior, 2021,
doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/s11109-020-0966 3-w.

4.Hines, Annie Laurie and Peri, Giovanni, Immigrants'
Deportations, Local Crime and Police Effectiveness. IZA
Discussion Paper No. 12413, Available at SSRN:
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3408311

5.Krogstad, Jens Manuel, et al. “5 Facts about Illegal
Immigration in the U.S." Pew Research Center, Pew
Research Center, 30 May 2020,
www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/06/12/5-facts-
about-illegal-immigration-in-the-u-s/.

6.Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. Pew
Research Center: June 2018 Political Survey, Question 61.
31M15228.00062. Abt Associates. Cornell University,
Ithaca, NY: Roper Center for Public Opinion Research,
2018. Web. Nov-22-2019.

/. AIC. "The Facts About the Individual Taxpayer
|dentification Number (ITIN).” American Immigration
Council, 3 Dec. 2020,
www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/facts-
about-individual-taxpayer-identification-number-itin.

8.Felsen, Michael, and M. Patricia Smith. “Wage Theft Is a
Real National Emergency.” National Employment Law
Project, The American Prospect, 5 Mar. 2019,
www.nelp.org/commentary/wage-theft-real-national-
emergency/.

9.Budiman, Abby. “Key Findings about U.S. Immigrants.”
Pew Research Center, Pew Research Center, 22 Sept.
2020, www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2020/08/20/key-findings-about-u-s-immigrants/ .

10. Franklin, Avery Ruxer. “Economic Benefits of Illegal
Immigration Outweigh the Costs, Baker Institute Study
Shows.” Rice News, 18 May 2020,
news.rice.edu/2020/05/18/economic-benefits-of-illegal-
immigration-outweigh-the-costs-baker-institute-study-
shows/.



