
The capacity to recover quickly from
difficulties; toughness.

 THE US CENSUS HAS A RELIABILITY PROBLEM

Imagine this:

Who is at risk?
Americans with more complex or ambiguous
racial and ethnic backgrounds are at risk of
not being represented by the US Census.

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

Now imagine this: 

Though this individual decided to
include all of her identifiers, her

sister who identifies as white
decided against labelling herself as

Black or of Latino origin on the
census. 

Two members of the same
background are being  classified

differently, though their lived
experiences are very similar. 

Standardization is needed!

A female, multiracial American has a father who is half Ashkenazi Jewish
and half African American. Her mother is 100% white Venezuelan, but

Venezuelan culture is not a part of her life or identity. Though she has a
darker complexion herself, both of her parents present as white and live in

a predominately white neighborhood. 

Now take a second to look at the 2020 Census response to the right. 

Do these responses adequately represent this citizen? 

Many Americans are unable to accurately identify their race
and ethnicity on the US Census, despite changes made to the

question of race throughout the past century. Eastern European??

West African?

Venezuelan

X

X

X

For more on the importance of race on the census: Click Here 

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/race/#:~:text=Race%20data%20help%20communities%3A&text=Monitor%20compliance%20with%20the%20Voting,Civil%20Rights%20Act%20of%201964.
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/about/why-we-ask-each-question/race/#:~:text=Race%20data%20help%20communities%3A&text=Monitor%20compliance%20with%20the%20Voting,Civil%20Rights%20Act%20of%201964.

