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SOC 030: Sex and Gender in Society 
Tufts University Department of Sociology 

 

	
 

Image courtesy of Subversify Viral: http://subversify.com/2017/10/19/metoo/ 
 

*Syllabus updated 1-19-2018 
 
When:  Mondays & Wednesdays, 10:30-11:45 
Where: 306 Anderson 
Instructor:  Assistant Professor Freeden Blume Oeur 
Grader:  Heather Mooney, Sociology Ph.D. student, Boston University 
Email:  Freeden.BlumeOeur@tufts.edu 
Phone:  617.627.0554 
Office:  118 Eaton Hall 
Website:  http://sites.tufts.edu/freedenblumeoeur/ 
Office Hours: Drop-in Tuesdays 2-3:30 & Thursdays 10-11:30; and by appointment 
 

WELCOME 
 
This course invites students to examine gender through a social constructivist lens. 
We’ll consider various approaches to studying gender, including gender as an identity, 
an accomplishment, a performance, and a structuring feature of discourses and 
institutions. We’ll also examine how gender is expressed through configurations of 
femininity and masculinity, embedded in power relations, and co-constructed with 
markers of identity such as race, sexuality, social class, ability, and nation. The course is 
organized around five main topics: the nature v. nurture debate and the social 
construction of gender; how biology and social construction shape how parents raise 
their children as well as notions of mothering and fathering; gender in the sphere of 
labor; hegemonic masculinity and nation-building; and finally, during this important 
#MeToo moment, the possibilities and roadblocks to feminist alliances in the fight 
against gender-based and sexual violence. Throughout we’ll interrogate normative 
gender categories and stubborn beliefs in the naturalness and timelessness of gender. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 
§ Examine and apply different conceptual frameworks to understand sex and gender in 

social relations.  
§ Interrogate gender across multiple levels of analysis (micro, meso, and macro) and as 

gender intersects with multiples lines of difference and oppression (such as race, 
sexuality, social class, and ability). 

§ Assess the possibilities for progressive feminist coalitions in the face of pervasive 
gender-based violence. 

§ Reflect on your own place as a gendered being in a gendered world. 

REQUIREMENTS 
 
Respect. Please engage respectfully with me and your classmates. Beyond basic matters 
of civility (e.g. raising your hand, not interrupting others when they’re speaking), this 
means respectful intellectual engagement. 
 
Required Course Materials. One course reader is available for purchase at Gnomon 
Copy Center at 348 Boston Avenue. You’ll need this for class starting Monday 2/5. I’ll 
let you know when it’s ready for purchase. Copies of the first few readings will be 
distributed in class and uploaded to Trunk. There’s 1 required book, which we’ll also 
read starting Monday 2/5. The course reader and required text will be on reserve at 
Tisch Library. 
 
§ Kane, Emily. 2012. The Gender Trap. New York: New York University Press. 

Please see me if securing these required texts poses a financial burden, and we’ll work 
something out. 
 
Assignments. There are 4 components to your grade:  
 
§ [20%] Attendance and Participation. Come to class having completed the readings, 

and ready to ask questions and contribute to class discussion. The amount of reading 
is intentionally manageable, so you’ll have time to carefully read and think about the 
text before class. You may miss 1 class meeting without penalty. Each additional 
absence is a penalty of 3 points of your overall course grade. 

§ [25%] Exam 1 on Monday, March 5. An in-class exam covering all materials from 
class, with an emphasis on what’s covered in lecture. 

§ [25%] Exam 2 on Monday, April 23. An in-class exam covering all materials since 
Exam 1, with an emphasis on what’s covered in lecture. 

§ [30%] Final Project. This project has two components. For the first, you’ll create a 
poster for a poster gallery [5%], on the final day of class (Monday, April 30) when 



	 3 

we’ll celebrate the end of the term. The second component is an 8-page paper [25%] 
due on Monday, May 7 at 5pm. 

Grading Scale.  A+ (100), A (94-99), A- (90-93), B+ (87-89), B (84-86), B- (80-83), C+ 
(77-79), C (74-76) . . . 
 
Academic Honesty. Our course will abide strictly by the guidelines laid out in the 
Tufts Statement of Academic Integrity, available at:  

 
§ http://ase.tufts.edu/biology/bguide/classes/tahonesty.htm 

A comprehensive review of university policies is available at: 
 
§ http://uss.tufts.edu/studentaffairs/publicationsandwebsites/AcademicIntegrity.pdf 

This requires you to cite appropriately, understand what constitutes plagiarism, and 
consult me before submitting the same paper for this class and another (past or current) 
class. Possible violations of the policies outlined in the Statement of Academic Honesty 
will be reported to the Office of the Dean of Students. 
 
Student Accessibility. Please reach out to me if you require any accommodations.  
 
Emergencies and Illnesses. As a general rule, contact me if something comes up and 
you expect to miss class. Sports games, missed alarm clocks, and the like are not 
legitimate reasons for missing class. If you’re sick, fill out the short-term illness 
notification on SIS. For extended absences (missing two or more consecutive classes), 
you must also provide medical documentation through the Health Center. In these 
instances, I’ll consider giving you the option of completing make-up work for the 
course. For these and other major concerns, I encourage you to reach out to your 
academic dean and to have him or her contact me. 
 
Contacting Freeden. Feel free to email me, but check first if the information you need 
is on this syllabus. So your email doesn’t get lost, make sure to include a subject in the 
subject line and the course number (Soc 30).   
 
Electronics. While you’re free to use your laptop if you prefer to type up your class 
notes, I expect that you will not use class time to browse the internet (unless you’re 
doing so for class purposes). Electronics are distracting. As for phones, you may not have 
them out at any time during class, unless, again, they’re for class purposes. Using 
electronics out of compliance will harm your participation grade. 
 

RESOURCES 
 
Basic Needs Security. I urge you to contact Dean Robert Mack with the Office of 
Student Success and Advising, your academic dean, or another campus official you trust, 
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if you’re having difficulty securing stable housing and sufficient food to eat, and 
especially if these difficulties are interfering with your academic performance. Please 
also feel free to reach out to me if I can help secure resources or put you in touch with 
others who can help. 
 
Trunk. This will have everything pertinent to the course including announcements and 
course materials. Make sure you can access it, and that you’re set up to receive emails 
and other announcements from me via Trunk. 
 
§ https://trunk.tufts.edu/xsl-portal 

WebEx. In the event of extreme weather or if the university officially cancels classes, 
we may hold class on WebEx. This is preferable to skipping class and relying on 
rescheduled classes. I’ll let you know as soon as possible if we’ll be meeting on WebEx, 
and will send you the access code to join my “personal room.” Your responsibility before 
the class is to make sure you’re able to access WebEx. You’ll need to download a plug-in. 
Check to make sure your video, sound, muting, chat, etc. works. While there are 
limitations, we’ll plan to treat a WebEx session as a normal class: you’ll be able to make 
comments and ask questions, etc., and I can easily share PowerPoint slides and other 
media. Or I may plan to videotape a lecture you can watch later. 
 
§ https://it.tufts.edu/webex 

Office Hours. Students who make use of office hours tend to do better in class. Feel free 
to stop by with a classmate. The time will be more productive if you come prepared with 
specific concerns and questions. Office hours held before an assignment is due may 
require an online sign-up. Send me an email if you can’t make my drop-in hours so we 
can schedule another time to meet. 
 
Annotating. This is the process of engaging actively with a text by marking it up.  Use 
whatever annotation system works best for you. A helpful online annotation guide is 
available at:  
 
§ http://guides.hcl.harvard.edu/sixreadinghabits 

Writing. There are many excellent writing resources available. As a general rule, I 
won’t read drafts of written assignments. However, I’m happy to discuss outlines or 
written brainstorming in office hours, if you send me these in advance. Check out 
Purdue University’s excellent Online Writing Lab (OWL), which covers all dimensions 
of writing. It has a great overview of ASA formatting and style, which you should use 
for papers in this class.  
 
§ http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 
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Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein have excellent suggestions for writers. Check out 
their templates for basic rhetorical devices in writing: 
 
§ http://www.csub.edu/eap-riap/theysay.pdf 

Writing Tutoring. Take advantage of the writing tutoring available through the 
Academic Resource Center: 
 
§ http://uss.tufts.edu/arc/writingtutoring 

Citing and Referencing. Use the American Sociological Association’s style guide with 
your papers: 
 
§ https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/583/01/ 

Schedule. (A complete bibliography will be uploaded to Trunk.) 
 

 
NATURE V. NURTURE: 

THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF GENDER 
 

M 
1/22 

Welcome! 

W 
1/24 

§ Judith Lorber, Paradoxes of Gender: “Believing is Seeing” (selections). 
[Handout] 

§ Catherine Caruso, “Track Authorities Move to Again Bar Women with 
Naturally High Testosterone from Competing.” [Handout] 

M 
1/29 

§ James Damore, “Google’s Ideological Echo Chamber.” 
§ Megan Molteni and Adam Rogers, “The Actual Science of James Damore’s 

Google Memo.” 
§ Sarah Jeong and Rachel Becker, “Science Doesn’t Explain Tech’s Diversity 

Problem—History Does.” 

W  
1/31 

§ “Always Changing”: Girls Guide. [Handout] 
§ “Always Changing”: Boys Guide. [Handout] 

 
Make sure to go online to see these guides in color. Also watch the two 
accompanying videos for boys and girls (not the co-ed one) at:  
 
http://www.pgschoolprograms.com/parents.php 
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NATURE V. NURTURE, CONTINUED: 
CHILDREN, PARENTS, AND FAMILIES 

 
M 
2/5 

§ Emily Martin, “The Egg and the Sperm.” [First reading in course reader] 
§ Emily Kane, The Gender Trap: Introduction and Ch. 1. 

W 
2/7 
 

§ Emily Kane, The Gender Trap: Ch. 2, Ch. 3, Ch. 4. (With special guest.) 

M 
2/12 

§ Emily Kane, The Gender Trap: Ch. 5, Ch. 6, Conclusion. 
 

W 
2/14 

§ Claudia Malacrida, “Performing Motherhood in a Disablist World.” 

*No class on Monday 2/19 
 

W 
2/21 

§ Allen Kim, “Beyond Stoic Salarymen.” 
 

 
 

GENDER AT WORK 
 

Th 
2/22 

§ Millian Kang, “The Managed Hand.” 

*Monday’s schedule today 
 

M 
2/26 

§ Christine Williams, “The Glass Escalator.” 
§ Adia Harvey Wingfield, “Racializing the Glass Escalator.” 

W 
2/28 

§ Kristen Schilt, “Just One of the Guys?”  
 

 
*Monday, March 5: Exam 1 
 

 
MASCULINITY 

 
W 
3/7 

§ Michael Kimmel, “The Cult of Masculinity.”  
§ Douglas Hartmann, “The Sanctity of Sunday Football.” 

M 
3/12 

§ Jennifer Carlson, “Mourning Mayberry.” 
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W 
3/14 

§ Ann Ferguson, Bad Boys: “Naughty by Nature” and “The Real World.” 

*No class on Monday 3/19 and Wednesday 3/21: Enjoy your spring 
break! 
 

M 
3/26 

§ Jane Ward, “Dude-Sex.” 

 
W 
3/28 

§ Alfredo Mirandé, “Hombres Mujeres.” 
§ National Geographic video, Third Gender: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1ZvDRxZlb0 

 
 

GENDER-BASED AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE: 
FEMINIST RUPTURES AND ALLIANCES 

 
M 
4/2 

§ Watch Public Hearing, Private Pain (video on Trunk). 
§ Kimberlé Crenshaw, “Whose Story is it Anyway?” 

W 
4/4 

§ Heather Wilhelm, “Women’s March Morphs into Intersectional Torture 
Chamber.” 

§ Sydney Boothroyd et al., “(Re)producing Feminine Bodies.” 
§ (Optional) Cynthia Enloe, The Big Push: “Pink Pussy Hats vs. Patriarchy.” 

M 
4/9 

§ Sarah Sobieraj, “Bitch, Slut, Skank, Cunt.” 
§ Suey Park and David Leonard, “Toxic or Intersectional?” 

W 
4/11 

§ Various coverage of #MeToo (to be distributed later). 

*No class on Monday 4/16: Patriots’ Day 
 

W 
4/18 

§ Max Greenberg, “The Former Lives of Anti-Sexist Men.” 
§ (Possible additional readings on men and feminist work.) 

 
*Monday 4/23: Exam 2 
 

 
FINAL PROJECT 

 
W 
4/25 

*No class: work on your posters and meet with Freeden if needed (see 
additional office hours) and complete make-up work. 
 

M Poster gallery and end-of-semester celebration. 
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4/30  
 
*Final paper due electronically on Monday 5/7 at 5pm. 
 
 


