Mapping the Conflict in Syria: Visualizing the impact on the civilian population

Syria’s Ethnic

Since its beginnings in March 2011, the uprising-turned-civil war in Syria has
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» Conducted a change detection analysis to visualize the difference in
conflict density between the last six months of the data on casualties and
the first six months using the raster calculator tool.
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The main obstacle to conducting research on Syria is the lack of accessible da-
ta on the country, and even more so, on the conflict. | had to rely on crowd-

High Density sourced maps for the numbers of civilian deaths across the country. This data
was severely biased in favor of opposition forces. The data gives an overview
of civilian deaths reported by local volunteers, but only those committed by re-
gime forces and their affiliated militias. Therefore, this analysis does not give a

3. To determine the impact of violence on affected ethnic groups:

» Joined data-points of civilian casualties on top of polygons representing
the major ethnic groups in Syria.
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The hot spot analysis shows that the conflict began and quickly intensified in
the capital Damascus and other major urban areas in Western Syria such as
Aleppo, Homs and Ildlib. These observations were in fact verified by news re-
ports at the time. In the past few months, the violence continues to be con-
centrated in Damascus, Aleppo, Homs and their surrounding suburbs.

Most urban areas, with the exception of rural areas alongside the Turkish
border and in between the cities of Hama and Idlib, have reported significant
increase in violence since the beginning of the armed conflict. Almost no ar-
ea has experienced a decrease in violence. This finding is not surprising as
the conflict has been increasingly ruthless and indiscriminate.
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full understanding of the crimes committed by the various rebel groups, which
are increasing in number daily.

Similarly, as the last official population census dates back from 2004, the data
on ethnic groups within Syria presents many inaccuracies. This present data on
ethnicities, found and digitized by former Tufts students, fails to take into ac-
count Kurdish populations as well as the massive internal displacement and ex-
odus outside of the country. Nevertheless, this project attempts to give an over-
view of the populations most affected by the conflict in Syria within the past
three years.
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Mixed Christian/Sunni and Alawite/Sunni areas have also experienced signif-
icant civilian loss.
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