Leaf Change in Colorado’s Roaring Fork Valley:
Where and When to Experience Peak Fall Foliage
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Discussion
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In terms of predicting something as complex as leaf change in the high country, this
model is probably going to be wrong nearly as often as it is right. My final maps could
have benefited from the addition of more variables, specifically trails through Federal
and state forests, temperature, precipitation and cloud cover. Additionally, the maps do
not have a way of accounting for hard to map elements, particularly scenic drives or vistas. Future work could attempt to incorporate additional variables and come up with creative ways to geospatially display difficult to map values. However, an awareness of these limitations by no means detracts from
what the map can do. As a tool to be used in conjunction with other information (local advice, yearly weather
variability, personal preference for leaf colors, and so on), this model will allow the user to pinpoint areas that
have a high concentration of color changing trees in easily accessible areas. Visualizing those areas in a geospatial format can inspire a sense of possibility that is difficult to get otherwise. In this sense, a significant portion
of the value of this project is symbolic – as a reminder of
the transient natural beauty of fall in Colorado. If this
project inspires a greater awareness of the abundance
of possibilities when it comes to exploring that beauty,
then these maps have served their purpose.

