
Oil Drilling: Endangering Lives in the Amazon Region of Ecuador  

Risk of Oil Drilling  Oil Blocks in the Amazon  Biodiversity in Mainland Ecuador  

Galapagos islands were being excluded 
in this study. Focusing the data to the 

mainland of the country.  

 

Ecuador, even with its small size, is 
considered the most biodiverse country 
on Earth per amount of fauna and flora 
per square meter. Also has a wide cul 
tural diversity, mentioning the  
numerous indigenous groups  
that exist in the country.  

The study took the Amazon region for the analysis of  risks from Oil drill-
ing, because of the location of the Oil blocks and the results of the huge 
biodiversity in this region, in contrast with the rest of the country. 

The Amazon region of Ecuador contains important conservation areas like 
The Yasuní National Park, known as "the lungs of the world". This rich 
Amazon region, “lucky or not”, has petroleum as a nonrenewable natural 
resource and is under threat from oil drilling and the desire of the govern-
ment for increasing the economy. While many global entities would like to 
conserve areas of this region, the development of the oil industry within 
the Ecuadorian region of the amazon challenges these conservation ef-
forts.   

The previous map shows all the petroleum blocks that the Amazon has, 
with the differentiation on the ones that are currently exploited and those 
which are not exploited “yet”. There are significant environmental impacts 
from oil extraction on the extremely rich ecosystems and biodiversity 
within the Amazon.   

The Amazon Region is constituted for 6 provinces. This study analyze 3 of 
them (Sucumbíos, Napo & Orellana) that have the major risk because of 
the actual oil industry. Some of its risks will be analyzed in the next sec-
tion.   
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This analysis aims to examine the re-
lationships between the deforested ar-
eas with the development of the roads 
and the different Oil drilling zones.  

The results are directly proportional 
with the quantity of Oil points and   
roads in the analyzed area.  Being 
more significant the areas with Oil 
points, than with roads. 
The analysis found that a 7% of the 
total area of forest 
is deforested coin-
ciding with the lo-
cation of Oil Points 
and roads. 

Ecuador hosts important numerous of 
indigenous communities. Some of 
them have been affected because the 
Oil drilling industry that take place in 
the Amazon. 

The analysis shows that 40% of the 
communities live in the area with the 
highest density of Oil extraction 
points. This study provides a sha- 

llow perspective of the risk that face 
the indigenous communities accord-
ing with the density of Oil drilling 
points.     

The rivers provide the main im-
portant natural resource for life. 
The water. It is well known that 
even with all the necessary 
measures  for extracting the oil, 
sometimes there are spills that af- 
      fect people, animals, and the  
      environmental lives in general. 
       The analysis shows how close 
       the rivers 
       are from     
   the Oil points 
  and their risk 
 of being con-
taminated. Having as a result the 
Napo river being the most exposed 
one.  
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The maps of mammals, 
amphibians and birds pro-
vide clear information of 
where in the country exists 
the major fauna biodiversi-
ty in those species.  

Being one region in common located 
for all the aspects: The Amazon region, 
having the highest density of each spe-
cies on its territory.  

 Ecuador's

Ecuador, the second smallest country in 
South Americatucked in between Colombia 
and Peru, occupies a mere 0.19% of the plan-
ets continental mass.


