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The Crisis of Aggressive Gentrification in Boston Chinatown
Affordability Crisis, Displacement, and Disappearance of a Historic Neighborhood
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&KLQDWRZQ LV D KLVWRULFDO ZRUNLQJ FODVV LPPLJUDQW QHLJKERUKRRG ORFDWHG LQ GRZQWRZQ
%RVWRQ DQG VHUYHV DV DQ LPSRUWDQW FXOWXUDO VRFLDO DQG HFRQRPLF KXE IRU &KLQHVH DQG
RWKHU $VLDQ FRPPXQLWLHV LQ WKH *UHDWHUY %RVWRQ $UHD &KLQDWRZQTV SRSXODWLRQ LV
&KLQHVH ZLWK IRUHLJQ ERUQ DQG UHQWHU RFFXSLHG $OWKRXJK WKH KRXVLQJ PDUNHW

LQ &KLQDWRZQ KDV KLVWRULFDOOQ\QFEHRHPG DHRUGBE N WK MWXH YHU\ ORZ

WRZQ KDV EHHQ EXUGHQHG E\ WKH HQFURDFKPHQW RI OX[XU\ KRXVLQJ GHYHORSPHQWY LQWR WKH
QHLJKERUKRRG LQ WKH ODVW WZR GHFDGHV 6LQFH WKH FLW\ KDV SULRULWL]JHG SULYDWH GHYHO
RSPHQW LQWHUHVWY DW WKH H[SHQVH RI &KLQDWRZQYV FRPPXQLW\ QHHGYV

KLOH Rl &KLQDWRRI) BKORMVH DQG RWKHU $VLDQ UHVLGHQWY PDNH OHVV WKDQ

D \HDU DQG OLYH EHORZ WKH SRYHUW\ OLQH WKH =RQLQJ %RDUG DQG %RVWRQ
SHGHYHORSPHQW $XWKRULW\ DSSURYHG OX[XU\ KRXVLQJ XQLWV LQ ZKLFK
UHSUHVHQWHG RI KRXVLQJ XQLWV EXLOW LQ &KLQDWRZQ LQ WKLV SHULRG 7KHVH GHYHORSPHQWYV
KDYH GHFUHDVHG WKH VWRFN RI DIIRUGDEOH KRXVLQJ LQ WKH FRPPXQLW\ DQG FUHDWHG GUDVWLF
LQFUHDVHVY WR DYHUDJH UHQWY LQ WKH QHLJWERHKRRG WKDW DUH QR ORQJHU DIIRUGDEOH WR ORQJ
UHVLGHQWY &KLQDWRZQ LV QRZ IDFLQLQ@FRPHVEKLQHGHVSODFHPHQW RI YHU\ ORZ
UHVLGHQWY ZKR KDYH ORQJ FDOOHG &KLQDWRZQ KRPH ZKR VKDSH WKH FRPPXQLW\{V YHU\
FKDUDFWHU DQG ZKR UHO\ RQ WKH LPSRUWDQW VRFLDO VHUYLFHVY MREV FRPPXQLW\ QHWZRUNYV DQG
RUJDQL]DWLRQV WKDW &KLQDWRZQ SURYLGHYV

OHWKRGYV

7R UHSUHVHQW WKH KRXVLQJ FULVLV LQ &KLQDWRZQ WZR GLIIHUHQW W\SHV RI PDSV ZHUH PDGH DOO
XVLQJ JHRFRGLQJ D *,6 WHFKQLTXH WKDW XVH¥ DGGUHVVHVY DQG ]LS FRGHV Rl HDFK GDWD SRLQW
FUHDWHG tQ @® IH[FGIOQ] WKHLU JHRJUDSKLF FRRUGLQDWHYV LQ $UF*,6 IURP D 86 &HOQ

VXV VWUHHW DGGUHVVHV VSDWLDO UHIHUHQFH GDWD IRU 6XIIRON &RXQW\

7KH ILUVW W\SH RI PDS LV D VHULHV RI WLPH VODSVKRWYV RI DIIRUGDEOH KRXVLQJ DQG OX[XU\ GHYHO
RSPHQWY , KDG DQ H[FHO VKHHW IURP WKH &KLQHVH 3URJUHVVLYH $VVRFLDWLRQ &3$ ZLWK DOO
GHVLJQDWHG OX[XU\ GHYHORSPHQW SURMHFWV LQ &KLQDWRZQ 7KHVH GHYHORSPHQWY DUH DOO RU PD
MRULW)\ KLJK DIIRUGDEOH GHVLJQDWHG IRU WKRVH PDNLQJ RI %RVWRQ $UHD OHGLDQ ,QFRPH

RU PDUNHW GHVLJQDWHG DIIRUGDEOH IRU WKRVH PDNLQJ RI %RVWRQ $0, %RVWRQ

$0, LV LV VXEVWDQWLDOO\ KLJKHU WKDQ WKH &KLQDWRZQ DYHUDJH LQFRPH ZKLFK LV OHVYV
WKDQ ZLWK VRPH PRGHUDWH DIIRUGDEOH $0, 6RPH OX[XU\ SURMHFWYV KDYH

XQLWYV GHVLIQPARHPEG BMRRBGDEOH -$OF PG )RPLUAZRU (O

GHU 7KH DIIRUGDEOH XQLWY DUH UHSUHVHQWHG VHSDUDWHO\ RQ WKH DIIRUGDEOH KRXVLQJ GHYHORS
PHQW PDSV $IIRUGDEOH KRXVLQJ GHYHORSPHQWY DUH DOO SURMHFWY WKDW DUH GHVLJQDWHG DIIRUGD
EOH DQG WKLV GDWD ZDV WDNHQ IURP WKH &KLQDWRZQ +RXVLQJ ,OYHQWRU\ DQ RIILFLDO &LW\

RI %RVWRQ LOQYHQWRU\ DFTXLUHG IURP &3$ 7KHVH KDYH DOO RU PDMRULW\ XQLWY GHVLJQDWHG IRU
WKRVH PDNLQJ Rl $0, DQGQRF R BHH YDPQDWRIG (BGHU

7KH REMHFWLYH RI WKHVH WLPH VOQDSVKRWYV LV WR VSDWLDOO\ XQGHUVWDQG WKH KRXVLQJ GHYHORSPHQW
WUHQGYV LQ &KLQDWRZQ 6LQFH DIIRUGDEOH KRXVLQJ GHYHORSPHQWY VWDUW LQ WKH V DQG WKH
OX[XU\ GHYHORSPHQWY GRQIW VWDUW XQWLO D ILUVW PDS ZDV PDGH ZLWK DIIRUGDEOH GHYHORS
PHQWVY IULRP VHSDUDWHG LQWR WKUHH GHFDGHV RQ RQH PDS B6WDUWLQJ LQ W KHUH

ZHUH QR PDMRU KRXVLQJ GHYHORSPKDW\WHGHWEDBHEDSY WR

WLPH IUDPHV Rl ERWK DIIRUGDEOH DQG OX[XU\ GHYHORSPHQWY GXULQJ WKRVH WLPHYV

7KH VHFRQG W\SH RI PDS LV Rl &KLQDWRZQ WRGD\ ZLWK DOO H[LVWLQJ OX[XU\ DQG DIIRUGDEOH GH
YHORSPHQWY D VPDOO SRUWLRQ Rl SULYDWH SURSHUWLHY GHVLJQDWHG DV FRQGRYV RWKHUZLVH NQRZQ
WR EH PDUNHW UDWH UHQWDOV VRPH NQRZQ HYLFWLRQ VLWHV ZKHUH WHQDQWY LQ WKH EXLOGLQJ ZHUH
HYLFWHG RU RWKHUZLVH GLVSODFHG DOO DW RQFH LQ RUGHU IRU WKH XQLWYV WR EH FRQYHUWHG LQWR PDUNHW
UDWH UHQWDOV HYLFWLRQ\QPRBHWK IGNSIO DFHRIEG\YVRY GRR ZHUH XVX
DOO\ XQDEOH WR UHORFDWH WR RWKHU SODFHV LQ &KLQDWRZQ DQG VRPH FRPPXQLW\ DVVHWV LQ &KL
QDWRZQ WKHUH DUH LQ WRWDO OQRW LQFOXGLQJ VPDOO EXVLQHVVHV $00 GDWD SRLQWV ZKHUH JHR
FRGHG IURP GDWD IURP &3$% ZLWK WKH ODUNHW UDWH UHQWDOV FRPLQJ IURP D IXOO YHUVLRQ RI WKH

&LW\ Rl %RVWRQ $VVHVVLQJ 'HSDUWPHQW 3URSHUW\ 3DUFHO GDWD DOVR DFTXLUHG IURP &3$
DQG IURP PDUNHW UDWH UHQWDO ZHEVLWHYV =LOORZ DQG 7UXLOD
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'DWD 6RXUFHV (65, &KLQHVH 3URJUHVVLYH $VVRFLDWLRQ 86 &HQVXV %XUHDX &LW\ Rl %RV
WRQ $VVHVVLQJ 'HSDUWPHQW &LW\ Rl %RVWRQ &KLQDWRZQ ODVWHU 30DQ
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ODUNHW +RXVLQJ

SHVXOWY DQG /LPLW

0DSSLQJ UHVXOWV FOHDUO\ VKRZ WKH FKDQJH LQ KRXVLQJ WUHQG VLC
GHYHORSPHQWY DQG UDSLG OX[XU\ KRXVLQJ GHYHORSPHQWY $ORQJ Z
PDUNHW UDWH UHQWDO XQLWV WKH PDMRULW)\ RI-KQRR P J&KQ GH\ B WM
$OWKRXJK QRW DOO FRPPXQLW\ DVVHWYV DQG HYLFWLRQ VLWHV DUH P
WKDW &KLQDWRZQ QRUWK RI .QHHODQG 6WUHHW LV VHYHUHO\ JHQWUL
GHYHORSPHQWY DUH FRQFHQWUDWHG VRXWK RI .QHHODQG ZH FDQ DO
HYLFWLRQ VLWHV DV ZHOO 7KLV DUHD RI &KLQDWRZQ VKRXOG EH FRQ\
HIIRUWY VKRXOG EH VXSSRUWHG E\ WKH &LW\ Rl %RVWRQ WR SUHWHUY
WKH SULYDWH SURSHUW-LLHF R© HVKH V LISWHHODNV \Z PRIBWHP@R Y DW ULVN RI GL
DV ZHOO DV VWDELOL]H WKH GHYHORSPHQWY LQ &KLQDWRZQ DV D ZKR

2Q0\ D VPDOO SRUWLRQ RI WKH GDWD IRU HYLFW LR ®RWWWHHIW IDR)G5V SIUUH |
PDUNHW UDWH UHQWDOYVY ZHUH DYDLODEOH IRU WKLV SURMHFW 'DWD |
GLIILFXOW WR JDWKHU RIWHQ WLPHV WHQDQWY DUH HYLFWHG RU GLV.
WHQDQWY JR WR DQ DGYRFDF\ JURXS VXFK DV &3% ZKLFK NHHSV WUDF
VRPHRQH KDV WR JR WKURXJK FRXUW FDVH ILOHVY DQG GLJ XS DOO WKF
RQ =LOORZ DQG 7UXOLD EXW LW LV XQFOHDU LI WKRVH DUH WKH GHILC(
GDWD RQ ZKHQ WKH DIIRUGDELOLWN DJUHHPHQWY H[SLUH RQ HDFK RI W
LVVXHV JHRFRGLQJ ZKHUH VRPH DGGUHVVHV FRXOGQTW EH PDWFKHG |
SRLQWY GRQYfW PDWFK XS DOWKRXJK WKLV LV YHU\ PLQRU WR WKH EL
QHLJKERUKRRG SRO\JRQ GDWD XVHG WR JHRFRGH VR WKH GDWD SRLQ
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