INTRODUCTION

There are only seven known species of sea turtles in the world and it is known that
their populations are declining worldwide, mostly due to anthropogenic causes (Alfaro
et al 2008; Thierry et al 2013).
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Sea turtles are essential for the marine ecosystem, because they act as nutrients recy-
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clers and fertilizers of sea grass, having a huge impact in the ocean biodiversity of plants
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and animals (Alfaro et al 2008). Five of the seven sea turtle species nest in South Ameri- |

ca and they are all facing conservation vulnerability (Alvares-Varas et al 2015). All of
them are under the “Vulnerable”, “Endangered” or “Critically ' endangered” International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) status (UCN 2016). Four of these species nest
and occur in seven protected areas of Colombian Atlantic coast including the critically
endangered Hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata). Amorocho & Zapata 2014. The
Hawksbill turtle is seriously affected by human interaction. Its population is declining ex-
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tensively as a result of over-exploitation of adult females and eggs, nesting habitat deg- e w | e

radation, hunt of individuals in foraging areas and incidental mortality due to fisheries
and degradation of marine habitats (Mortimer, J.A & Donnelly, M. 2008).

It is urgent to join conservation efforts and health assessments of wild Hawksbill
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Which nesting sites are within protected areas in the Atlantic coast of Colombia?
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ter of nesting sites that would benefit from increased conservation efforts.

Although the hawksbill sea turtle is reported to nest in a wide variety of ecosystems, the
majority (31%) of reported nesting sites are within non-differentiated intervened rural are-
as with less than 20% of the original ecosystem remaining.

These findings show the need for increased, continuous monitoring of Hawksbill sea turtle
nesting sites in order to establish new protected areas which benefit the species.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/Cheloniidae-K%C3%A9lonia-R%C3%A9union.JPG




