Background

The Greater Boston Community Land Trust Network
(GBCLTN) seeks to promote community land trusts to
increase community-led development and prevent
gentrification and displacement in the Greater

Boston Area. Due to high private market prices,
GBCLTN is developing a different strategy to acquire
land to keep within community hands—public land.
The City of Boston owns land that is managed
through the Department of Neighborhood
Development (DND) and the Boston Planning &
Development Authority (formerly known as the

Boston Redevelopment Authority). The purpose of
this analysis is to understand the current public land
dispossession practices of these agencies and ask:
How does public dispossession of land relate to
gentrification within a neighborhood? This will
ultimately be used to inform GBCLTN as they
continue their mission to make “Public Lands in the
Public’s Hands".
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Parcels:

1.Identify public, dispossessed parcels.

2.Code the parcel grantees as CDC, Non-Profit, City,
MBTA, For-Profit, NHI, MIHI (City programs to
address housing affordability), or Individuals.

Gentrification (faster rates of demographic change
than citywide - upsetting neighborhood makeup):

1. Calculate Boston |




