DEFENDING THE EARTH

Environmental Defender Conflicts and Resource Extraction in Peru

Who are environmental defenders?

- Anyone who takes action to protect environmental or land rights.
Many environmental defenders are forced to take a stand to protect
their livelihoods and ancestral lands.
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Since 2002, over 80 Peruvian ~ ' Who is threatening them?

. The industries driving the attacks include mining operations,

environmen tal def en der 5 ha ve E « agribusiness, logging projects, and water dam construction. While a

been k[”ed in CO”fIiCtS. ~culture of impunity has made it difficult to identify those responsible
: -t for the violence, criminal gangs, soldiers, local police, and

paramilitary forces are typically behind the most violent threats to
environmental defenders.

| iWhy have threats to environmental defenders been
increasing in Peru?
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