
 

  

Ailurus fulgens fulgens, red panda, is 

categorized as Endangered in 

IUCNƔs National Red List of 

Mammals, Nepal (2015), with an 

estimated population size of 317-583 

individuals, split across 11 

subpopulations through- 

Annapurnna, Manaslu, Darchula, 

Dhorpatan, Gaurishankar, 

Kanchanjungha, Khaptad, Langtang, 

Rara, Sagarmatha, and 

Sakhuwasabha. They have been 

reported from 23 districts, but lack 

confirmed records. Red Panda 

populations are suspected to be 

declining very fast. 

Habitat loss and degradation: Clearing  

forests for development, livestock grazing, 

agriculture and manmade ůres have led to 

deforestation. Over- harvesting of 

bamboo, and trampling have reduced food 

available for the red pandas. 

Poaching and illegal pet trade: Fur 

trade,  Illegal pet markets, and supply to 

exhibits mainly for breeding occurs more 

commonly than poaching for body parts, 

perhaps partly in response to increasing 

numbers of ƕcuteƖ images in social media. 

Injury and death caused by dogs has 

been identiůed as one of the most 

important causes of death in adult and 

young red pandas.  

Diseases: Red panda have known to be 

susceptible to a myriad of diseases that 

humans and domestic animals can    

transfer, e.g., canine distemper, rabies, 

parvoviral enteritis, tuberculosis, gastro- 

intestinal parasitic infections. 

Inbreeding: Isolation due to habitat      

fragmentation and small population size  

reduces genetic diversity. 

Red pandas are charismatic animals, 

rare and distinct, and cloud serve as 

a flagship species. However, there is 

not enough study in this species in 

the wild. Community involvement in 

red panda conservation is of 

paramount importance to reduce the 

anthropogenic threats. Future 

research involving long term tracking 

and study programs to assess their 

true state and disease prevalence is 

crucial for sustained population 

viability. 
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