“Revolution is Based on Land:” Wealth Denied via Black Farmland Ownership Loss
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their land if they’d had access to the same supports as white farmers, there
is still a notable racial discrepancy in farmland ownership today. The maps
on the bottom left show where there was a decline in Black farmland own-
ership from 1920 to 2012. In 2012, Black farm operators nationwide held ap-
proximately S51 billion, as compared to over $4.3 trillion held by white farm
operators (bottom right maps). Note that the Black operator map’s highest
category ends at $250M, whereas the white operator map’s first category is

lated Black-held value (green). Everywhere else (yellow-red), the decline in
Black farmland ownership means wealth has not accumulated in the hands of
Black farmers, surpassing $1 billion lost in some single counties. By the met-
rics used in this analysis, if Black farm owners had retained ownership of their
land, they would have accumulated over $120 billion. Lost wealth is concen-
trated in the southeastern states, where Black farmland ownership was preuvi-
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from S0-250M; the four other classes are higher value than anywhere on y £ . Vo : : .y county, not specific farm acreage or number of owners. 2012 data uses farm
putting a value on and location to where wealth has been denied, this analysis
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have a value of over $185 billion today. higher than reflected here.

Data Limitations TOTAL

1920 data includes Black and other Non-White farmers, “farm” means yearly
sales of at least $250, and farmland value is only land. 2012 data only repre-
sents Black farmers, “farm” means $1000+ yearly sales, and land value also in-
cludes buildings. This analysis uses number of farms owned/operated in a
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