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INTRODUCTION

It isno surprise that Somervilleislacking in green and open space. 777% of
Sorervilleisinmpervious surface while only 6.9% of the aty iscons dered gpen
space Thisisnot, however; due tolack of want. Green and open space are
iInportant tothe residentsof the aity, asisurban agnculture Demonstrating
this, Somervillewasthefirst city in NewEngland to passan Uban Agnculture
Ordinance with goalstoteach residents howto growfood successfully inthe
city. Wth the precedent set andinterest clear, Somerville could use nore
community gardens One of the biggest challengesthe aity faces with
community gardensislack of available space for newgardeners.
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METHODS

Ideally, a comrmrunity garden would be within walking distance to public
elementary and secondary schoals and public transit, with preference tolots
farther away fromgrocery staresand pre-existing cormunity gardens  The
latter twovariables shauld not exclude parcels fromconsideration but forthis
analysasare conddered less suitable. Forthe proximity portion of the
analyss, 7. mle buffers were placed around all these vanable locations. A’
mleisgenerally conaderedtobe a five-mnute walk Nobufferswere included
inthe final map for praximity topublic tranat, asall of Somervilleiswithina
quarter mle proximty toMBIAbus stops. Agarden wauld alsoideally serve
areasof the aty deemed most vulnerable toenvironmental justice issues

Vacant parcel eligibility wasdone caseby case. Lots suchasparkswith
playgraunds, and stnpsinmediately adjacent torailroads with no space for
any sort of buffer were excluded. Lots considered eligible but may require
further research to determne their inportance tothe conmunity and vet
safety concemsinclude sportsfields, parking lots spacesnear major roads
andrails, andthe Kiley Barrel bronnfield lats located outade of Lhion
Square. Parcel informmation was camparedagainst aenal inmagery to determine
eligibility.

Sope was congidered with intentions of excluding vacant lats located on
slopes of greater than 20% asthisis seen asthe threshd d after which
extensgive erasion control would be necessary.

Water accessisnot shown asSamervilleisa heavily urbanized area with
widespread water access
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RESULTS

Of the limited vacant parcelsin Somerville, only twowere identified as
most suitable fraomthisanalysis. These areasare towardsthe eastempart of
the aty inenvironmental justice zones within walking distance topublic
schoolsand public tranait while outside of the buffer zones surrounding
existing contrunity gardens and grocery stores. Asthese areasare very close
toeach other; the aty mght conader utilizng both of these lotsas connected
growing space amilartohowSaouth Street farmaites1and2 are used
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND FURTHER ANALYSIS

Ina aty with continuous development, especially in preparation for the
iIncaming Green ling further ground-truthing is required toidentify and
confirmvacant lat eligibility forthis project. This suitability analyasdidnot
Include an in-depth parcel sze analyds other thaninitial, intuitive sorting of
plotsthat were evidently toosmall tohost a garden Althoughaninitial slape
analyds denied evidence of slopes greater than 20% inthe aity, it could be
useful toacquire a smaller elevation raster to confirmthese reauilts.

GCS 1983 Massachusetts State Plane Mainland Zone (HPS 2001)
Map Rrgection: Lanmbert Conformal Conic

(CS 1983 Massachusetts State Plane Mainland Zone (HPS
2001)
Map R-gection: Lambert Conformmal Conic

Data Sources and References:
City of Somerville GSDatabase

Gty of Sorerville Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2016-
2023

Cooglemaps

Mass (@S Bureau of Geographic Information

TuftsMDhve

Data Sources and References:
City of Somrerville GSDatabase

Gty of Somerville Open Spaceand RecreationPlan 2016-2023  Cartographer: AberdeenBird

Introto GS Fall 2019

Cooglermaps
Mass (3S Bureau of Geographic Information

TuftsUniveratyMDhve
lcans Aaticoncam

Cartographer: AberdeenBrd
Introto GS Fall 2019







