T'he War 1n the Donbass: Impacting Pro-Russian Sentiment

Background

Since leaving the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in the early . o a y

1990s, Ukraine has been torn between two paths: welcoming clos-
er relations with Russia and welcoming closer relations with the
West. Generally speaking, those who prefer closer relations with

Russia reside in the eastern parts of Ukraine -- mainly Donetsk, |
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[ s-16 Russian-backed separatist protests began in Donetsk and Luhansk (collectively called the Donbass). An armed
M o2 conflict broke out between the protesters and the Ukrainian government, and Russia sent military forces to aid

the protesters. The conflict, referred to as the “War in the Donbass,” is ongoing, and Russia and Ukraine both
refuse to give up their claim to Crimea. The aim of this project is to assess where and how Ukrainians’ attitudes
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