ASTUDY ON THE ENVIRONMENT MIGRATION

What Makes People Move?

e M ETH O D S The migration pattern is a challenging topic to study, for the

il s | § Population move is too dynamic to track. The stimuli for the
] | | ] migration decision are even harder, as there are various
factors that come into play in people’s decision making, and

it varies person by person.

| || | | | Using GIS, the project first identified countries with the most internal migration due to environ-

o I mental disasters. It turned out that courtiers with more hazard incidents reported do not neces-

~ sarily have a higher population displaced. As the bar charts show, droughts, earthquakes, floods,
" and storms are hazard types that displaced the most people per accident. Thus, a closer look at

the displacement posed to courtiers by three of the most effective hazard types—flood, drought, However, with the limited data and scope of this project, it
—— and storm. These types of disasters were chosen because they are highly related to climate is unable to tell whether the migration is an economic
change, which has been the most heated topic recently. Finally, the Gini Index was looked at as decision, a survival decision, or combined. In order to look
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one of the many possible socio-economic factors that explain the decision made about migrating. into the questions raised earlier more closely, one needs to
know if the displacement is temporary or permanent, the

average capital loss per household, and the loss in
proportion to total household income, etc.
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All data obtained for this project were in the form of spreadsheets. Each set of data was joined
with a world data shapefile obtained from the M Drive to transform the data into shapefile. Data
.« » were then displayed with gradient color and symbols.
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The maps show that displacement due to natural disasters was reported all around the
world, but less in Europe and North Africa. China and India reported the highest number <-
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The data obtained for this project were from S 12/19/2019

several sources. The internal migration data that Although not many incidents were reported, drought nevertheless causes the largest scale GIS 0101: Intro to GIS | Tufts University
are categorized into environmental hazard types of displacement. The flood pattern and the storm patter behave similar for coastal states

but looked very different in the Sub-Saharan African region and middle east. Population g TS |
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ble to tell whether economic equality played a significant role in people’s migration deci- RS
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