Terrorism Trends against Tourist and Government Targets in Tunisia, 1970-2019

Introduction

Tunisia has faced a number of
high-profile terrorist attacks in
the past decade following the Ar-
ab Spring despite having a
longstanding reputation as a rela-
tively safe and stable country in
comparison to 1ts neighbors 1n the
Middle East and North Africa.
While the most recent and high-
profile terrorist attacks have
largely targeted Tunisia’s fledg-
ling tourism industry, historical
trends 1n terrorism have typically
focused on government targets.
This project aims to identify
where attacks have been concen-
trated 1n Tunisia and which types
of targets are most susceptible to
repeated attacks, as well as 1f cer-
tain types of targets are more sus-
ceptible to the same type of attack
(ex. bombings, shootings, kidnap-

pings).

Population density & terrorist attacks

Methodology

This project used specific Proxim-
ity to government buildings (such
as government offices, military
installations, and foreign embas-
sies) as well as emergency ser-
vices (such as police stations) was
used to determine what sort of
typical hard targets terrorists may
attack. This was gathered through
publicly available data from Open
Street Map. Data on Tunisian
transportation, such as highways,
railways, ports, and airports went
through the same proximity anal-
ysis; this data was collected by
the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs Regional Office for the Mid-
dle East and North Africa and
OurAirports.com. Data from the
START Global Terrorism Data-
base covers all acts of terrorist
violence in Tunisia from 1970 and
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2019; this analysis primarily used
the ‘attacktype’category to sepa-
rate types of terrorist violence,
though other dataset information
such as the number of casualties
and affected nationalities could
warrant further study.

Results

Terrorist attacks were highly con-
centrated in the capital Tunis, as
well as the mountainous regions
bordering Algeria. Almost all at-
tacks took place on or near major
infrastructure, particularly nation-
al highways. Areas with low pop-
ulation density still experienced
occasional terrorist attacks. Gov-
ernment buildings and tourist
sites were frequent targets, even
in areas that were less densely-
populated. Bombings and armed
assaults were most common at
these locations as well as general-
ly throughout the country.

Terrorist attacks near government buildings
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Terrorist attacks near tourist sites
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Distribution of Terrorist Attacks in Tunisia by type,
o 1970-2019
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Terrorist attacks near major infrastructure
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