
THE CAPACITY TO RESIST  
MEASURING MOBILIZATION IN THE WEST BANK  

Project Background 

Internet Connectivity 

Capacity Factors:  

Physical Infrastructure: (Closer = 1, Farther = 5) 
-Oslo Agreement Boundary Divisions: Each has a differing level of  

sovereignty for Palestinians (A = 5, B = 2.5, C= 1) 
-Israeli Settlements: There is frequently unchecked violence against 

Palestinians, particularly children, near settlements  
-Apartheid Wall: The wall divides people and limits movement. It is heavily 

militarized and used to surveil populations close by.  
-Movement Barriers: Aggregates proximity to military checkpoints, road 

gates and earth mounds. Each serve to control movement, fracture 
communication and divide communities.  

-Firing Zones: Israeli designated military zones.  
-Spaces of  Organization/Communication: Spaces that serve as locations 

for communication and organization: places of  worship, schools, cultural 
centers. (Close = 5, Farther = 1) 

Human Capacity:  
-Unemployment Rate: Unemployed individuals are more willing and able to 

take part in sustained resistance. 
-Financial Dependency: Many Palestinians are dependent upon Israeli 

sources of  income to survive. These individuals are less likely to resist. 
Estimated by primary source of  income data. 

-Assistance Need: Measures the % families reliant on direct assistance 
-Food Insecurity: Measured by the # of  times per week parents reduced 

their own meals for children or other household members.  
-Information Technology:  Organization and communication is key for 

mobilization, reacting to threats and being flexible as tactical changes are 
made. Information technology was measured by 1) internet access 2) 
internet enabled devices 

The Palestinian experience has been defined by its ability to resist since 

the beginning of  Zionist colonization more than a century ago. After 

the Israeli occupation began in 1967, nearly every aspect of  Palestinian 

life has been controlled by the Israeli government and military. In the 

last 40 years, two major uprisings have significantly shifted the 

everyday realities for Palestinians. They are the known as the first and 

second intifadas, taking placing from 1987-93 and 2000-05 respectively. 

The Israeli government’s responses to 

both have crippled the economy, led 

to the construction of  elaborate 

military infrastructure, increased 

illegal settlements and severely 

diminished living conditions. All of  

this has shaped the ability of  

Palestinians to continuing resisting 

today.  

 This project conducts an assessment of  West Bank Palestinians’ 

capacity to resist the occupation. For this analysis, resistance should be 

understood as any form of  nonviolent mobilization that seeks to 

disrupt the current status quo in the occupied Palestinian territories 

(oPt). The factors chosen to analyze resistance capacity are particular 

to this definition. Overall, this analysis addresses the changing 

conditions on the ground in the West Bank and how this affects the 

capacity to resist.  

Spatial Questions : 
Which areas within the West Bank are the best and worst suited for 

resistance? 
What percentage of  the population lives in areas that are most and 

least suitable for resisting? 

Results 
The final composite map highlights areas in the West Bank where Palestinians 

have the highest and lowest capacity for resistance. By governorate, Jenin had 

the highest capacity for resistance while Hebron had the lowest. As can be seen 

though, capacity varies substantially within each governorate as well. The chart 

below illustrates that 65% of  the population lives in areas that have a low or 

very low capacity to resist. On top of  that, only 12% of  population are within 

the two highest capacity ranks, with just 3% in the very highest. These results 

confirm the crippling effects of  occupation and their effects on resistance.  

Capacity Analysis 

Limitations 

This analysis encountered a handful of  

limitations. Data was only able to be 

found for the West Bank and not for the 

Gaza strip. Additionally, census data is 

only available at the governorate level, 

limiting the ability to conduct a more 

detailed analysis. Finally, the only raster 

population data available includes the 

Israeli settler population in the West 

Bank. For the analysis, a even 

distribution of  settlers was assumed 

despite, in reality, some areas having 

much higher concentrations than 

others.  
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In order to analyze resistance capacity my project assesses two major 

sets of  factors. The first are the physical barriers. This addresses the 

physical infrastructure that fractures, militarizes and endangers 

Palestinian populations across the West Bank. The second set 

addresses the human capacity to mobilize. This primarily includes 

socio-economic but also other key factors that enable or disable a 

population from sustained resistance.  
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