
 Vulnerability & Access to Public Goods in Bolivia 
 Socioeconomic Risk of Indigenous Populations, 2012  

, 2012   Socioeconomic Risk of  
 Indigenous People  

Indigenous Population 

 The proportion of indigenous people 

in each risk level was calculated to com-

pliment the spatial analysis that located 

the municipalities with the most indige-

nous people and the highest socioeco-

nomic risk.  This indicated  that 25% of 

the indigenous population in Bolivia lives 

in ‘high’ or ‘severe’ socioeconomic risk. 

That is over half a million people, as seen 

in the table below. Not only is this a sig-

nificant proportion of the indigenous 

population, but it is a large proportion of 

the total population as well.  

 This study, by determining where the 

highest concentration of indigenous peo-

ple live in comparison the where the most 

people are at socioeconomic risk, will 

help to determine how well government 

is providing for the needs of indigenous 

people in the Plurinational state. The im-

plication of these findings is that there re-

mains municipalities that have poorly al-

located public goods, high vulnerability, 

and a high density of indigenous people. 

The local and federal governments  can 

use this information to better target both 

policy and resources.  

 

 

 

Limitations  

 This study uses the information from 

the 2012 census indicating  primary lan-

guages spoken to collect indigenous demo-

graphic information. A more accurate 

measure would be the self-identification of 

indigenous ethnicity. Further, this study 

does not include natural disaster and cli-

mate risk which can impact food and eco-

nomic vulnerability. Finally, women expe-

rience insecurity at higher rates than men 

due to  gender inequality in Bolivia, which 

is not factored into this study.    

 Many people in the country face severe 

insecurity. Bolivia remains one of the most 

food-insecure nations in Latin America, and 

39% of Bolivians live in poverty, while 

15.9% are undernourished.  More than half 

of Bolivia’s population lives in rural areas 

where access to water and education are not 

consistent.  Indigenous peoples are dispro-

portionately affected by these insecurities. 

 The new Plurinational state is meant to 

enhance the rights and well-being of the in-

digenous population that constitutes 41% of 

the total population. Through a history of 

colonization and oppression, they have  

been underrepresented in or entirely mar-

ginalized from decision-making positions.  

 The 2012 census data used in this study 

will provide a baseline to compare against 

future socioeconomic  information concern-

ing the needs of indigenous peoples. This 

baseline will help to establish how effective-

ly the governance changes have addressed 

indigenous needs. Determining where in the 

country vulnerability is the highest and 

where public resources are least allocated 

can provide crucial information about how 

the government needs to focus public re-

source distribution, especially to its most 

historically marginalized populations.   

 Bolivia has seen significant changes 

to its governance structure and resource 

allocation in the last 25 years. In 1994 

the government decentralized state allo-

cated funding, giving more autonomy to 

municipalities and in 2009 enacted a 

new constitution that recognized thirty 

six indigenous nations and their collec-

tive land rights.  
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Variables:  

• Literacy Rate  

• School Attend-
ance rate  

Variables:  

• % with straw or 
mud roofs  

• %Living in impov-
erished or struc-
tures not intended 
for housing 

Variables:  

• Poverty and Em-
ployments rates  

• Dependency Index  

This study assesses socioeconomic risk at the municipal lev-

el in two categories: access to public goods and vulnerability. 

Access was determined using seven variables: the % of people 

with water, sanitation, and electric in their homes, the % of 

people with ID cards, and distance to health and education fa-

cilities and roads (using a proximity analysis). These variables 

were grouped into home services, ID cards, and distance to 

public infrastructure and ranked from high to low access [0-4]. 

The levels of vulnerability were determined by using nine 

variables: % of people living in poverty, % employed, depend-

ency index, literacy and school attendance rates, % of women 

who last gave birth in a health facility, % of people with straw 

or mud roofs, living in impoverished housing, and living in a 

structure not intended for housing. The variables were grouped 

into economic, education, health, and housing vulnerability 

and ranked in levels of very low to severe vulnerability [0-4].  

 Vulnerability and access were averaged together in order to 

determine overall socioeconomic risk, and those rankings were 

averaged with a ranking of indigenous population density in 

order to assess where indigenous populations most overlap 

with high socioeconomic risk.  


