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Background

Romania is country of contradictions, chal-

lenges, and great beauty. After 30 years

since the fall of communism have and 12
years as member of the European Union,
Romania is still one of the poorest coun-

tries, with the second to last lowest GDP
per capita in the union.

However, slow economic development had

a positive impact in helping preserve its

natural beauty and cultural richness. More

than <2 40% of the entire Euro-
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long Carpathian-
Vatra mountains,
vast  tracts of defragmented
forest, and the Danube delta create a haven
for great biodiversity of species, endemic
plants found nowhere else in the world,
and a rich heritage of rural culture and tra-

dition recognized by UNESCO.

\\
ke
“‘é‘i‘n ek

3

E2MTY g \
ire e

=]

.
£

-

Source: Marco Cristofori / Robert Harding World Imagery / Universal Images Group

Project and Spatial Questions

The first objective of this study was to inves-

tigate the potential for of development of
ecotourism activities in Romania, which giv-
en the country’s endowment in cultural and
natural assets, as an option to create sustain-
able development in the most poverty-
stricken areas. Ecotourism, as an alternative
form of tourism, involves visiting natural ar-
eas in order to learn, to study, or to carry out
activities environmentally friendly, that is, a
tourism based on the nature experience,
which enables the economic and social devel-
opment of local communities. Activities may
include sports like rafting, canoeing; eques-
trian tourism on routes; skiing; bike trips on

arranged paths; guided organized hikes; flo-

Making Ecotourism a Driving Force for Sustainable Development

Accessibility to Transportation

Infrastructure by Municipality

Least Most
accessible accessible

¢ Close proximity to roads

¢ Close proximity to airports

¢ Close proximity to railways

Accessibility to Natural and Cultural Assets

by Municipality

¢ Close proximity to natural
protected areas

¢ Close proximity to UNESCO

t World Heritage Sites

Standards for Ranking Accesibility

Distance in km/ Natural  Cultural Major Major air- Railway

Score asset asset road port
1 (poor)
2 (bad) 40 40 24 40 24
3 (fair) 30 30 18 30 18
4 (good) 20 20 12 20 12
5 (excellent) 10 10 6 10 6

ra and fauna observation tours; and excursions to lo-

cal communities or cultural attractions.

In order to locate those part of the country that have
assets to attract the kind of tourism that is needed. To

be able to know what are the areas of Romania most

suitable for new ecotourism development? I asked

which areas of Romania are close to substantial natu-

ral and cultural assets ? And, are these areas close

enough to transportation infrastructure to be able to

attract visitors?

The second part of the project consisted in locating
those areas that are underdeveloped and thus, would
greatly benefit from increased economic activity if
suitable for ecotourism.
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Methodology

The first component to produce the ecotour-

ism suitability analysis was to make a sur-
vey of the transportation infrastructure in
Romania, a key element to be able to receive
visitors. The data used included major air-
ports, rail, and roads to calculate the dis-
tance from the different municipalities to the

infrastructure. The second component meas-
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ured the distant from each municipality to the 8 UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in the country and the major Natural
Protected Areas. By overlaying these two components, a suit-
ability analysis was produced to locate the municipalities that
have high accessibility to ecotourism assets, natural and cul-
tural, and also have close proximity to transportation infra-
structure, hence, facilitating the creation of new economic op-

portunities.
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The second part of the analysis used census data for
household access to electricity, central heating and
basic cooking and sanitation was as a proxy for eco-
nomic development as income per capita by municipal-
ity data was not available. The geographic analysis of
this data was overlaid with the product of the previous
component to pinpoint the specific areas of the country
where potential investment in ecotourism would have

the biggest impact to improve human development.

The final maps demonstrate that the areas more suitable

for the development of ecotourism development are loca-
ted in the north of the country in the Carpathian moun-
tains and two WHS and in the west close to the city of Ti-
misoara. However, the areas most in need are located in

the NE, E and center of the country.

Potential Population Impacted by Ecotourism by class

) 653,807

3 17'559,644

2 2'796,292

Limitations

WorldPop dataset assumes 5 million more people than

real estimates

Romania census and geographic agencies are archaic
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