ENP-0099
Volpe National Transportation Systems Center

Human Factors Internship

The average car is Who
—— 4,000 pounds of
metal and plastic.

The Volpe Center’s motto is

“Advancing transportation

The average American

— | BsboutlB0ponds e jnnovation for the public good.”

of flesh and bone.

- Specifically, the Safety
When a car hits a pedestrian, the pedestrian’s injuries can be devastating—and deadly. Ma nage ment and Human Factors

division works to improve

The U.S. Department of Transportation'’s

Volpe Center on behalf of the

National Highway Traffic Safety Because

Administration, developed and applied the best kind u ndersta nd|ng |nte ra Ct|ons

a methodology to estimate the safety of crash is the

benefits of pedestrian crash avoidance one that doesn’t

e happen. between humans and current and
systems.

transportation safety by

A METHODOLOGY
TO ESTIMATE THE
SAFETY BENEFITS
of PCAM

emerging transportation systems.
What

| had the opportunity to work on a variety of projects. | was involved in analyzing data and
drafting the report for several driving simulator studies at Volpe: one on whether training
can improve safe driving behaviors in areas with latent hazards, and the other on how L2
automation impacts the likelihood that drivers will actively look for hazards. I've also been
researching the use of roadside oral fluid drug devices, which includes interviewing law
enforcement agents and prosecutors to gain more insight into why these devices are not
more widely implemented.

Why

Volpe offers a diverse array of Human Factors work revolving around transportation. |
learned the value of working with people from a variety of different specialties; Human
Factors is integral to every aspect of transportation, even more than | realized before.
Thanks to the scale of the work and acceptance of my co-workers, | was able to guide my
work and focus on topics that really interest me. I've most recently started helping with

flight deck and sUAS research, which has opened more doors to Aviation Human Factors.



