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Education:
2007 Grad Certificate Clinical Epidemiology The University of Newcastle, Australia
1985 Ph.D. Clinical Science Australian National University
1980 B.Sc.(hons) Developmental Biology Aberdeen University

International Development Experience:

Principal Scientific Advisor (MERL) (2020-current): Compassion International
e Provide subject matter and technical expertise advice to MERL and Global Program leadership
e Develop and manage external academic research relationships
e Develop and manage external research grants and publications
e Promote and oversee MERL Principles and Standards
e Oversee internal research ethics guidelines and processes
e Coach and mentor MERL staff

Global Program Effectiveness Research Director: (2008-2020): Compassion International.

e Lead the global effort in empirical measurement of program effectiveness across 25 countries,
7000 partners and over 2 million beneficiaries.

e Oversee a team of managers and specialists in the development of quantitative and qualitative
research studies on the effectiveness of program interventions, using rigorous approaches to
generate reliable, timely and meaningful information to stakeholders.

e Develop and foster relevant and appropriate external research collaborations.

* Foster an environment of corporate and professional growth in evidence-informed programming, in
alignment with compassion’s strategies and objectives.

e Select, manage and develop assigned staff for continuous learning and development that
enhances individual performance and organizational capability.

e Draw on complex, multi-country field exposure to advise program managers, field office staff, and
senior leadership on relevant programmatic issues.

e Network with senior leaders from other departments that collect information and data (e.g.,
marketing, auditing and quality assurance, business intelligence, and management) in order to
minimize duplication of effort, build cooperation and support the growth of quality information
gathering across the organization.

e Direct subordinate managers and professionals in the presentation of research findings to large
audiences in a consumable way to engage non-research staff in research results.


mailto:alsim@us.ci.org

Manage the annual budget and departmental expenses, ensuring accountability for on-time
completion of deliverables based on department objectives, SLAs, and other Compassion
standards, ensuring compliance with regulatory and board policies.

Academic Experience:

2018-current Visiting Professor, Institute for Applied Research in Youth Development, Tufts
University

2008-current Conjoint Professor, Faculty of Health and Medicine, The University of Newcastle
2007-2008 Professor of Biomedical Science, The University of Newcastle, Australia

2004-2006 Assistant Dean Research, The University of Newcastle, Australia

2002-2007 Associate Professor of Medical Biochemistry, The University of Newcastle, Australia
2002-2003 Deputy Head of School of Biomedical Science, The University of Newcastle, Australia
1999-2002 Head of Medical Biochemistry, The University of Newcastle, Australia

1998-1999 Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Health, The University of Newcastle, Australia
1992-1998 Lecturer, Faculty of Medicine, The University of Newcastle, Australia

1989-1992 Research Fellow, Faculty of Medicine, The University of Newcastle, Australia
1985-1989 Research Fellow, The University of Dundee, UK

Academic career output

69 peer reviewed publications (Medicine, Education, International Development)

2 patents

Over S8 million grant funding

Member of Editorial Board of The Biochemical Journal (UK)

Member of National Health and Medical Research Council of Australia Grant Review Panels
Grant reviewer for Medical Research Council (UK), Australian Research Council, Wellcome

Foundation (UK), Alzheimer’s Foundation (USA), National Heart Foundation (Aust)

International Development Publications:
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Sponsorship and Church Partnership in Watson B & Clarke M (eds). Child Sponsorship: Exploring
pathways to a brighter future. Londib: Palgrave McMillan.
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Stephenson, P., Dowling, E., Lerner, R. M., & Lerner, J. V. (2019). Evaluating the measure of diverse
adolescent spirituality in samples of Mexican and Salvadoran youth. Psychology of Religion and
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Iraheta, G., Williams, K., & Lerner, R. M. (2019). Using the specificity principle to go inside the
black box of programs: The sample case of an El Salvador PYD program. In S. Verma, A. Petersen, &
J. Lansford (Eds.), Sustainable human development: Challenges and solutions for implementing the
United Nations’ Goals [Special issue]: Zeitschrift fiir Psychologie.227(2), 121-128
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Dowling, E. (2019). The end of the beginning: Evidence and absences studying PYD in a global
context. Adolescent Research Review, 4(1), 1-14.

Tirrell, J. M., Geldhof, G. J., King, P. E., Dowling, E., Sim, A., Williams, K., Iraheta, G., Lerner, J. V., &
Lerner, R. M. (2019). Measuring spirituality, hope, and thriving among Salvadoran youth: Initial
findings from the Compassion International Study of Positive Youth Development. Child & Youth
Care Forum, 48(2), 241-268.
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safety and the “big 3” components of positive youth development programs in Rwanda. Child and
Youth Care Forum, 49, 201-222
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Williams, K., & Sim, ATR (2020) Exploring Religiousness and Hope: Examining the roles of
spirituality and social connections among Salvadoran youth. Religions, 11(2), 75

POSTERS & PRESENTATIONS:

Tirrell, J. M., Dowling, E. M., Gansert, P., Lerner, J. V., King, P. E., Naliaka, C., Kibbedi, P., Namurinda,
E., Williams, K., Sim, A. T. R., & Lerner, R. M. (2019, March). Assessing effective out-of-school-time
programs: Development of a measure for the “Big Three” features of positive youth development
programs. Paper presented at the 2019 Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child
Development, Baltimore, MD.

Yoo, Y., King, P. E., Vaughn, J. M., Tirrell, J. M., Iraheta, G., William, K., Sim, A., Dowling E., Lerner, R.
M., & Lerner, J. V. (2019, March). Profiles of Youth Strengths and PYD Outcomes for Salvadoran
Youth. Paper presented at the 2019 Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child
Development, Baltimore, MD.

Vaughn, J. M., Yoo, Y., King, P. E., Tirrell, J. M., Iraheta, G., William, K., Sim, A., Dowling E., Lerner, R.
M., & Lerner, J. V. (2019, March). Exploring ecological assets and personal strengths among
Salvadoran youth: The complex relation between religion and hope. Paper presented at the 2019
Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Baltimore, MD.

Gansert, P., Tirrell, J., Dowling, E., Lerner, J., King, E., Williams, K., Iraheta, G., & Sim, A. (2018,
October). Using the specificity principle to go inside the black box of program evaluation: The sample
case of an international PYD program. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child
Development Special Topic Meeting: Promoting Character Development Among Diverse Children



and Adolescents: The Roles of Families, Schools, and Out-Of-School-Time Youth Development,
Philadelphia, PA.
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Medicine and Health Publications:
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analysis', Biochemistry & Molecular Biology Education, 41 103-109.
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Strack S, Sim AT, Verrills NM.
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analysis of endogenous glutamate release using a fluorescence plate reader’, Journal of
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2006 Baldwin ML, Cammarota MP, Sim AT, Rostas JA, 'Src family tyrosine kinases differentially
modulate exocytosis from rat brain nerve terminals', Neurochemistry International, 49 80-86.
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cantharidin analogues displaying PP1 selectivity', Bioorganic & Medicinal Chemistry Letters, 12
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Protein Phosphatase 2A during Mast Cell Secretion', The Journal of Biological Chemistry, 275 No. 9
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Phosphorylation and Activity of Calcium/Calmodulin-Dependent Protein Kinase Il by Zinc',
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hydroxylase phosphorylation in digitonin-permeabilised bovine adrenal chromaffin cells', Journal
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1997 Sim ATR, Collins E, Mudge LM, 'Subcellular pools of protein phosphatases in neuronal
control', Journal Of Neurochemistry, 69 S163-5163
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Neuroscience Letters, 191 71-74
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Timp-1', Biochemical And Biophysical Research Communications, 206 590-600 (1995)

1995 Bunn SJ, Sim ATR, Herd LM Austin LM, Dunkley PR, 'Tyrosine-Hydroxylase
Phosphorylation In Bovine Adrenal Chromaffin Cells - The Role Of Intracellular Ca2+ In The
Histamine H-1 Receptor-Stimulated Phosphorylation Of Ser(8), Ser(19), Ser(31), And Ser(40)',
Journal Of Neurochemistry, 64

1995 Dunkley PR, Bunn SJ, Sim ATR, Austin L, Herd L, Hall A, Buckenham AJ, 'Intracellular
Calcium-Dependent Phosphorylation Of Tyrosine-Hydroxylase In Bovine Adrenal Chromaffin
Cells', Journal Of Neurochemistry, 65 S5-S5

1995 Sim ATR, Ratcliffe E, Rostas JAP, 'Differential Regulation Of Membrane-Bound Protein
Phosphatases In Brain', Journal Of Neurochemistry, 65 S93-593

1994 Liu JP, Sim ATR, Robinson PJ, 'Calcineurin Inhibition Of Dynamin-I Gtpase Activity Coupled
To Nerve-Terminal Depolarization', Science, 265 970-973 (1994)
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Protein Phosphatase Type-1 And Type-2a In Cytosolic And Particulate Fractions From Rat
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Sim ATR, Ratcliffe E, Rostas JAP, 'Selective Regulation Of Protein Phosphatase-I During
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1993 Sim ATR, Mudge LM, 'Protein Phosphatase-Activity In Cyanobacteria - Consequences For
Microcystin Toxicity Analysis', Toxicon, 31 1179-1186
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Inhibitor From A Southern Australian Marine Sponge, Dysidea Sp', Australian Journal Of
Chemistry, 46 1291-1294
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Inhibitor From A Southern Australian Marine Sponge, Dysidea Sp (Vol 46, Pg 1291-1294, 1993),
Australian Journal Of Chemistry, 46 1824-1824
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'‘Extraordinary Levels Of Cadmium And Zinc In A Marine Sponge, Tedania-Charcoti Topsent -
Inorganic Chemical Defense Agents', Experientia, 49 263-264



1993 Sim ATR, Ratcliffe E, Dunkley PR, Rostas JAP, 'Membrane-Bound Forms Of Protein
Phosphatase Type-1 And Type-2a Have Lower Activity Than Cytosolic Forms In Brain', Journal Of
Neurochemistry, 61 S136-S136

1993 Sim ATR, Lloyd HGE, Jarvie PE, Morrison M, Rostas JAP, Dunkley PR, 'Synaptosomal Amino-
Acid Release - Effect Of Inhibiting Protein Phosphatases With Okadaic Acid', Neuroscience Letters,
160 181-184

1991 Sim ATR, Dunkley PR, Jarvie PE, Rostas JAP, 'Modulation Of Synaptosomal Protein-
Phosphorylation Dephosphorylation By Calcium Is Antagonized By Inhibition Of Protein
Phosphatases With Okadaic Acid', Neuroscience Letters, 126 203-206

1991 Hardie DG, Haystead TAJ, Sim ATR, 'Use Of Okadaic Acid To Inhibit Protein Phosphatases
In Intact-Cells', Methods In Enzymology, 201 469-476

1990 Davies SP, Sim ATR, Hardie DG, 'Location And Function Of Three Sites Phosphorylated On
Rat Acetyl-Coa Carboxylase By The Amp-Activated Protein Kinase', European Journal Of
Biochemistry, 187

1989 Haystead TAJ, Sim ATR, Carling D, Honnor RC, Tsukitani Y, Cohen P, Hardie DG, 'Effects Of
The Tumor Promoter Okadaic Acid On Intracellular Protein-Phosphorylation And Metabolism’,
Nature, 337 78-81

1988 Sim ATR, Hardie DG, 'The Low Activity Of Acetyl-Coa Carboxylase In Basal And Glucagon-
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Cyclic Amp-Dependent Protein Kinase', Febs Letters, 233 294-298
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Acid Dehydrogenase Complex In Isolated Hepatocytes', Biochemical And Biophysical Research
Communications, 144 628-633

Sim ATR, White MD, Denborough MA, 'Effects Of Adenylate Cyclase Activators On Porcine
Skeletal Muscle In Malignant Hyperpyrexia', British Journal Of Anaesthesia, 59 1557-1562

Sim ATR, White MD, Denborough MA, 'The effects of chlorbutol on skeletal muscle
sarcoplasmic reticulum function in porcine malignant hyperpyrexia', International Journal of
Biochemistry, 19 827-830
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sarcoplasmic reticulum in porcine malignant hyperpyrexia', International Journal of Biochemistry, 19
1217-1224 (1987)

1987 Sim ATR, White MD, Denborough MA, 'The Effect Of Oxytocin On Porcine
Malignant Hyperpyrexia Susceptible Skeletal Muscle', Clinical and Experimental
Pharmacology and Physiology, 14 605-610



