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American Psychological Associations (Division 7) Urie Bronfenbrenner Award for Lifetime  
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2013 
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Visiting Scientist, Max-Planck-Institut für Bildungsforschung, Berlin, Germany, Fall, 1983 

AMOCO Foundation Outstanding Teaching Award, The Pennsylvania State University, 1982 

Hunter College Hall of Fame (Elected 1981) 

Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, 1980-1981 

Distinguished Visitor Program, American Psychological Association, 1980-1981 

Strathmore’s “Who’s Who,” Honored member, Registry 1998-99 

Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science  

Charter Fellow, American Psychological Society (now the Association for Psychological 

Sciences) 

Fellow, American Psychological Association (Division 1:  General Psychology, Division 2: 

Teaching of Psychology, Division 7: Developmental Psychology, Division 9: Society 

for the Psychological Study of Social Issues) 

Charter Fellow, American Association of Applied and Preventive Psychology 

Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Society of North America 

National Honor Society for Psychology (Psi Chi) 

Kappa Omicron Nu (Omicron Alpha Chapter), National Home Economics Honor Society 

 

Professional Experience: 

 

1999-present Bergstrom Chair in Applied Developmental Science, Eliot-Pearson 

Department of Child Study and Human Development and Director, 

Institute for Applied Research in Youth Development, Tufts University, 

Medford, Massachusetts 
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1966-1967 Science Research Assistant, Department of Psychology, Hunter College of 

the City University of New York, New York 

 

1966-1967 Research Assistant, Department of Education, Brooklyn College of the 

City University of New York, New York 

 

Publications: 

 

Books and Monographs: 

 

Lerner, R. M. (1976). Concepts and theories of human development. Reading, MA: Addison 

Wesley Publishing Company. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Spanier, G. B. (Eds.). (1978). Child influences on marital and family 

interaction: A life span perspective. New York: Academic Press. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Spanier, G. B. (1980). Adolescent development: A life-span perspective. 

New York: McGraw-Hill. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Busch-Rossnagel, N. A. (Eds.). (1981). Individuals as producers of their 

development: A life-span perspective. New York: Academic Press. 

             

Translated into Japanese as R. M. Lerner & N. A. Busch-Rossnagel (Eds.). (1990). 

Individuals as producers of their development: A life-span perspective. Tokyo: 

Tuttle-Mori. 

  

Lerner, R. M. (Ed.). (1983). Developmental psychology: Historical and philosophical 

perspectives. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

 Reprinted in the Routledge Publishers Psychology Library Editions: History of 

Psychology (2020) series (Volume 7) as Lerner, R. M. (Ed.). (1983). Developmental 

psychology: Historical and philosophical perspectives. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Hultsch, D. F. (1983). Human development: A life-span perspective. New 

York: McGraw-Hill. 

 

Belsky, J., Lerner, R. M., & Spanier, G. B. (1984). The child in the family. Reading, MA: 

Addison-Wesley. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (1984). On the nature of human plasticity. New York: Cambridge University 

Press. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Galambos, N. L. (Eds.). (1984). Experiencing adolescents: A sourcebook 

for parents, teachers, and teens. New York: Garland. 
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Reprinted as R. M. Lerner & N. L. Galambos (Eds.). (1987). Experiencing 

adolescents: A sourcebook for parents, teachers, and teens. New York: Teachers 

College Press. 

 

Baltes, P. B., Featherman, D. L., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1986). Life-span development and 

behavior (Vol. 7). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (1986). Concepts and theories of human development (2nd ed.). New York: 

Random House. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Kendall, P. C., Miller, D. T., Hultsch, D. F., & Jensen, R. A. (1986). 

Psychology. New York: Macmillan. 

 

Vondracek, F. W., Lerner, R. M., & Schulenberg, J. E. (1986). Career development: A life-

span developmental approach. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Foch, T. T. (Eds.). (1987). Biological-psychosocial interactions in early 

adolescence. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

 Reprinted in the Routledge Publishers Psychology Revival series (2021) as Lerner, R. 

M., & Foch, T. T. (Eds.). (1987). Biological-psychosocial interactions in early 

adolescence. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

Baltes, P. B., Featherman, D. L., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1988). Life-span development and 

behavior (Vol. 8). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

Baltes, P. B., Featherman, D. L., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1988). Life-span development and 

behavior (Vol. 9). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

  

Hetherington, E. M., Lerner, R. M., & Perlmutter, M. (Eds.). (1988). Child development in 

life-span perspective. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

  

Kreppner, K., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1989). Family systems and life-span development. 

Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

   

Baltes, P. B., Featherman, D. L., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1990). Life-span development and 

behavior (Vol. 10). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Petersen, A. C., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (Eds.). (1991). Encyclopedia of 

adolescence. New York: Garland. 

 

Featherman, D. L., Lerner, R. M., & Perlmutter, M. (Eds). (1992). Life-span development 

and behavior (Vol. 11). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

Ford, D. H., & Lerner, R. M. (1992). Developmental systems theory: An integrative 

approach. Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications. 
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Lerner, R. M. (1992). Final solutions: Biology, prejudice, and genocide. University Park: 

Penn State Press. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (Ed.). (1993). Early adolescence: Perspectives on research, policy, and 

intervention. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

Featherman, D. L., Lerner, R. M., & Perlmutter, M. (Eds). (1994). Life-span development 

and behavior (Vol. 12). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 

Fisher, C. B., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1994). Applied developmental psychology. New York: 

McGraw-Hill. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (1995). America's youth in crisis: Challenges and options for programs and 

policies. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Simon, L. A. K. (Eds.). (1998). University-community collaborations for 

the twenty-first century: Outreach scholarship for youth and families.  New York:  

Garland. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (Ed). (1998). Theoretical models of human development. Volume 1 of 

Handbook of Child Psychology (5th ed.), Editor-in-Chief: William Damon. New 

York: Wiley. 

 

Chibucos, T., & Lerner, R. M.  (Eds.).  (1999). Serving children and families through 

community-university partnerships:  Success stories.  Boston, MA:  Kluwer 

Academic Publishers. 

 

Brandtstädter, J. & Lerner, R.M. (Eds.). (1999). Action and self-development: Theory and 

research through the life-span.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Castellino, D. R. (Eds.).  (1999). Adolescents and their families: Structure, 

function, and parent-youth relations.  New York:  Garland. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Hess, L. E.  (Eds.). (1999). The development of personality, self, and ego in 

adolescence.  New York:  Garland. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Jovanovic, J. (Eds.). (1999). Cognitive and moral development and 

academic achievement in adolescence.  New York:  Garland. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Lerner, J. V. (Eds.). (1999). Theoretical foundations and biological bases of 

development in adolescence.  New York:  Garland. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Ohannessian, C. M. (Eds.). (1999). Risk and problem behaviors in 

adolescence.  New York:  Garland. 
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Lerner, R. M., & Perkins, D. F. (Eds.). (1999). Social interactions in adolescence and 

promoting social contributions of youth.  New York:  Garland. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Sparks, E. S., & McCubbin, L. (1999). Family diversity and family policy:  

Strengthening families for America’s children.  Boston, MA:  Kluwer Academic 

Publishers. 

 

Ralston, P., Lerner, R. M., Mullis, A., Simerly, C., & Murray, J. (Eds.). (2000). Social 

change, public policy and community collaboration:  Training human development 

professionals for the twenty-first century.  Boston, MA:  Kluwer Academic 

Publishers.   

 

Lerner, J. V., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (2001). Adolescence in America: An Encyclopedia. 

Santa Barbara, CA:  ABC-Clio. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (2002). Concepts and theories of human development (3rd ed.). Mahwah, NJ:  

Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (2002). Adolescence:  Development, diversity, context, and application. Upper 

Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice-Hall. 

 

Translated into Chinese as R. M. Lerner. (2006).  青少年心理學: 青少年的發展、多

樣性、脈落與應用 Adolescence: Development, diversity, context, and application.  

Psychological Publishing Company LTD. 

 

Kenny, M., Simon, L. A. K., Brabeck, K., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (2002). Learning to serve:  

Promoting civil society through service learning. Boston, MA: Kluwer Academic 

Publishers. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Taylor, C. S., & von Eye, A. (Eds.). (2002). Pathways to positive 

development among diverse youth.  New directions for youth development: 

Theory, practice, and research. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Benson, P. L. (Eds.). (2003). Developmental assets and asset-building 

communities: Implications for research, policy, and practice. New York: Kluwer 

Academic Publishers.  

 

Lerner, R. M., Jacobs, F., & Wertlieb, D. (Eds.). (2003). Applying developmental science 

for youth and families: Historical and theoretical foundations.  Volume 1 of 

Handbook of applied developmental science: Promoting positive child, 

adolescent, and family development through research, policies, and programs. 

Editors: Richard M. Lerner, Francine Jacobs, and Donald Wertlieb. Thousand 

Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
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Jacobs, F., Wertlieb, D., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (2003). Enhancing the life chances 

 of youth and families: Public service systems and public policy perspectives. 

 Volume 2 of Handbook of applied developmental science: Promoting positive 

 child, adolescent, and family development through research, policies, and 

 programs.  Editors: Richard M. Lerner, Francine Jacobs, and Donald Wertlieb. 

 Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 

Wertlieb, D., Jacobs, F., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (2003). Promoting positive youth 

 and family development: Community systems, citizenship, and civil society. 

 Volume 3 of Handbook of applied developmental science: Promoting positive 

 child, adolescent, and family development through research, policies, and 

 programs.  Editors: Richard M. Lerner, Francine Jacobs, and Donald Wertlieb. 

 Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Wertlieb, D., & Jacobs, F. (Eds.). (2003). Adding value to youth and 

family development: The engaged university and professional and academic 

outreach. Volume 4 of Handbook of applied developmental science: Promoting 

positive child, adolescent, and family development through research, policies, and 

programs.  Editors: Richard M. Lerner, Francine Jacobs, and Donald Wertlieb. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Easterbrooks, M. A., & Mistry, J. (Eds.). (2003). Handbook of psychology:  

Vol. 6.  Developmental psychology. Editor-in- Chief:  I. B. Weiner.  Hoboken, NJ:  

Wiley. 

 

Miller, J. R., Lerner, R. M., Schiamberg, L. B., & Anderson, P. M. (Eds.). (2003). Human 

ecology: An encyclopedia of children, families, communities, and environments. 

Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio. 

 

Garcia Coll, C., Bearer, E., & Lerner, R.M. (Eds.). (2004). Nature and nurture: The 

 complex interplay of genetic and environmental influences on human behavior 

 and development.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Steinberg, L. (Eds.). (2004). Handbook of Adolescent Psychology. New 

York: Wiley. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (2004). Liberty: Thriving and civic engagement among America’s youth. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.  

 

* Named a John Templeton Foundation “Book of Distinction,” 2006 

 

Lerner, R. M., Brown, J. D., & Kier, C. (2005). Adolescence: Development, Diversity, 

Context, and Application. Canadian Edition. Toronto: Pearson 

 

Fisher, C. B. & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (2005). Encyclopedia of applied developmental 

science. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
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Lerner, R. M., Jacobs, F., & Wertlieb, D. (2005). Applied developmental science: An 

advanced textbook. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (Ed.). (2006). Theoretical models of human development. Volume 1 of 

Handbook of Child Psychology (6th ed.), Editors-in-chief: W. Damon & R. M. 

Lerner. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

  

 Translated into Chinese as R. M. Lerner. (2008). 儿童心理学手册（第六版）第一

卷：人类发展的理论模型 Theoretical models of human development. Volume 1 of 

Handbook of Child Psychology (6th ed.), Editors-in-chief: W. Damon & R. M. 

Lerner. East China Normal University Press. 

 

Kuhn, D. & Siegler, R. (Vol. Eds.), Damon, W., & Lerner, R. M. (Editors-in-Chief). (2006). 

Cognitive perception and language. Volume 2 of Handbook of Child Psychology (6th 

ed.). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

Translated into Chinese as D. Kuhn, R. Siegler, W. Damon, & R. M. Lerner. (2008).

儿童心理学手册（第六版）第二卷：认知、知觉和语言 Volume 2 of Handbook 

of Child Psychology (6th ed.). East China Normal University Press. 

  

Eisenberg, N. (Vol. Ed.), Damon, W., & Lerner, R. M., (Editors-in-Chief). (2006). Social, 

emotional, and personality development. Volume 3 of Handbook of Child Psychology 

(6th ed.). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

 Translated into Chinese as N. Eisenberg, W. Damon, & R. M. Lerner. (2008). 儿童心

理学手册（第六版）第三卷：社会、情绪和人格发展 Social, emotional, and 

personality development. Volume 3 of Handbook of Child Psychology (6th ed.). East 

China Normal University Press. 

 

Renninger, K. A., & Sigel, I. (Vol. Eds.), Damon, W., & Lerner, R. M. (Editors-in-Chief). 

(2006). Child psychology in practice. Volume 4 of Handbook of Child Psychology 

(6th ed.). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

  

Translated into Chinese as K. A., Renninger, I. Sigel, W. Damon, & R. M. Lerner. 

(2008).  儿童心理学手册（第六版）第四卷：应用儿童发展心理学Child 

psychology in practice. Volume 4 of Handbook of Child Psychology (6th ed.). East 

China Normal University Press. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (2007).  The Good Teen: Rescuing Adolescence from the Myths of the Storm 

and Stress Years.  New York, NY: The Crown Publishing Group. 
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Silbereisen, R. K., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (2007). Approaches to positive youth 

development. London: Sage Publications. 

 

Damon, W., Eisenberg, N., Kuhn, D., Lerner, R. M., & Siegler, R. S. (Eds.). (2008). Child 

and adolescent development: An advanced course. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Roeser, R. W., & Phelps, E. (Eds.). (2008). Positive youth development 

and spirituality: From theory to research. West Conshohocken, PA: Templeton 

Foundation Press. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Steinberg, L. (Eds.). (2009).  Individual bases of adolescent development. 

Volume 1 of Handbook of adolescent psychology (3rd Ed.). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Steinberg, L. (Eds.). (2009). Contextual influences on adolescent 

development. Volume 2 of Handbook of adolescent psychology (3rd Ed.). Hoboken, 

NJ: Wiley. 

 

Hood, K. E., Halpern, C. T., Greenberg, G., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (2010).  The 

Handbook of Developmental Science, Behavior and Genetics. Malden, MA: 

Wiley Blackwell. 

 

Overton, W. (Vol. Ed.), Lerner, R. M. (Editor-in-Chief). (2010). Cognition, Biology, 

Methods. Volume 1 of The Handbook of Life-span Development. Hoboken, NJ: 

Wiley. 

 

Lamb, M. E. & Freund, A. M. (Vol. Eds.), Lerner, R. M. (Editor-in-Chief). (2010). Social 

and emotional development. Volume 2 of The Handbook of Life-span Development. 

Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

Warren, A.E.A., Lerner, R. M., & Phelps, E. (Eds.). (2011). Thriving and spirituality 

among youth: Research perspectives and future possibilities. Hoboken, NJ: 

Wiley. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Lerner, J. V., & Benson, J. B. (Eds.). (2011). Positive Youth Development: 

Research and Applications for Promoting Thriving in Adolescence. London, England:  

Elsevier. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Easterbrooks, A. M., & Mistry, J. (Eds.). (2013). Handbook of psychology:  

Vol. 6.  Developmental psychology (2nd ed.). Editor-in- Chief:  I. B. Weiner.  

Hoboken, NJ:  Wiley. 

 

Lerner, R. M., & Benson, J. B. (Eds.). (2013). Embodiment and Epigenesis: Theoretical 

and Methodological Issues in Understanding the Role of Biology within the 

Relational Developmental System. Volume 1: Philosophical, Theoretical, and 

Biological Dimensions. Advances in Child Development and Behavior, 44. 

London, England:  Elsevier. 
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Lerner, R. M., & Benson, J. B. (Eds.). (2013). Embodiment and Epigenesis: Theoretical and 

Methodological Issues in Understanding the Role of Biology within the Relational 

Developmental System. Volume 2: Ontogenetic Dimensions. Advances in Child 

Development and Behavior, 45. London, England:  Elsevier. 

 

Lerner, R. M., Petersen, A. C., Silbereisen, R. K., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (Eds.). (2014). The 

Developmental Science of Adolescence: History through Autobiography. New 

York: Psychology Press. 

 

Molenaar, P. C. M., Lerner, R. M., & Newell, K. (Eds.) (2014). Handbook of 

Developmental Systems Theory and Methodology. New York, NY: Guilford. 

 

Overton, W. F., & Molenaar, P. C. M. (2015). Theory and Method. Volume 1 of the 

Handbook of Child Psychology and Developmental Science (7th ed.), Editor-in-

chief: Richard M. Lerner. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

Liben, L. S., & Mueller, U. (2015). Cognitive Processes. Volume 2 of the Handbook of 

Child Psychology and Developmental Science (7th ed.), Editor-in-chief: Richard 

M. Lerner. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

Lamb, M. E. (2015). Socioemotional Processes. Volume 3 of the Handbook of Child 

Psychology and Developmental Science (7th ed.), Editor-in-chief: Richard M. 

Lerner. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

Bornstein, M. H., & Leventhal, T. (2015). Ecological Settings and Processes. Volume 4 

of the Handbook of Child Psychology and Developmental Science (7th ed.), 

Editor-in-chief: Richard M. Lerner. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

Bowers, E. P., Geldhof, G. J., Johnson, S. K., Hilliard, L. J., Hershberg, R. M., Lerner, J. 

V., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.) (2015). Promoting Positive Youth Development: 

Lessons Learned from the 4-H Study. New York, NY: Springer. 

 

Halfon, N., Forrest, C., Lerner, R. M., & Faustman, E. (Eds.) (2018). Handbook of Life 

Course Health Development. New York, NY: Springer. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (2018). Concepts and theories of human development (4th ed.). New York, NY: 

Routledge. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (2021). Individuals as Producers of Their Development: The Dynamics of 

Person Context Coactions. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Cantor, P., Lerner, R. M., Pittman, K., Chase, P. A., & Gomperts, N. (2021). Whole-Child 

Development, Learning, and Thriving: A dynamic systems approach. New York: 

Cambridge University Press.  
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Matthews, M. D., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (In preparation). Multidisciplinary Handbook of 

Character Development. Volume 1. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Matthews, M. D., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (In preparation). Multidisciplinary Handbook of 

Character Development. Volume 2. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Journal Special Issues and Special Sections 

 

Lerner, R. M. (Ed.). (1982). Child development: Life-span perspectives. Human 

Development, 25, 38-88. 

 

Lerner, J. V., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1986). Temperament and social interaction in infants 

and children. New Directions for Child Development, 31. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

 

Lerner, J. V., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1989). Longitudinal analyses of biological, 

psychological, and social interactions across the transitions of early adolescence. 

Journal of Early Adolescence, 9(3), 175-180. 

 

Villarruel, F. A., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1994). Promoting community-based programs for 

socialization and learning. New Directions for Child Development, 63. San Francisco: 

Jossey-Bass. 

 

McHale, S. M., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (1996). University-community collaborations on 

behalf of youth. Journal of Research on Adolescence, 6, 1-86. 

 

Lerner, R. M.  (Ed.). (1999). Policy perspectives about university-community collaborations: 

A view of the issues. Applied Developmental Science, 3(4), 194-234. 

 

Lerner, R. M. (Ed.). (2004). Innovative methods for studying lives in context. Research in 

Human Development, 1 (1&2). 

 

Lerner, R. M., Almerigi, J., Theokas, C., & Lerner, J. V. (Eds.). (2005). Positive youth 

development. Journal of Early Adolescence, 25 (1). 

 

Halpern, C. T., Hood, K. E., & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (2007). The scientific contributions of 

Gilbert Gottlieb.  European Journal of Developmental Science, 1(2). 

 

Ungar, M. & Lerner, R. M. (Eds.). (2008). Resilience and positive development across the 

life span. Research in Human Development, 5(3). 
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