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THE PROGESS OF INTEGRATION

Discourse on refugee urban integration includes both the noun form “integra-
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Security time. The integration process occurs at the individual and the collective levels,
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migration and its root causes contended. Among most academic writers and Western institutions, the inte-
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Charles M. Simpson is a former Other actors do not share this viewpoint. The United States, including work
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as “assimilation,”™ than “integration,” in which migrants fully adopt the systems of the host country
without any changes from the host population.

The debate about whether the integration process is a one, two, three, or multidirectional process
has implications beyond academic theory. Whether policy achieves true two-directional integration
rather than simply one-directional assimilation has consequences for psychological and educational
wellbeing among migrants with better indicators in cases of integration than cases of assimilation.”

The process of integration is multidirectional, and also consists of multiple stages. In the short term,
integration requires adaptations in terms of infrastructures, services, and language, while in the long
term, integration includes psychological and sociocultural changes, pathways toward citizenship,
economic adaptation, and participation in educational systems.® This multi-stage process can be
depicted visually:*
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This brief was originally published as part of the Refugees in Towns Project’s Literature Review: Refugee Urban Integration. At time of
publication, the RIT Project was based at the Feinstein International Center,. Since June 2022, RIT has resided at the Leir Institute for
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