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Recap: 18th Sackler Relay
Rain moves event indoors to original venue.
by Daniel Wong Cell & Molecular Physiology - Third Year

While rain prompted a relocation of the 18th annual Sackler Relay this past 
July from the Tufts Medford Campus Alumni Fields to the Gantcher Family 
Sports and Convocation Center, this was actually a return to the original ven-
ue for the Relay. Modeled after triathlons, the original event was a swimming, 
biking, and running relay at the Medford gym. The Sackler Relay is intended 
not only to promote community among the students, staff, and faculty, but 
to also raise funds for the Sackler Scientific Travel Program, which awards 
funding to support students to present their work at  major national and 
international meetings.

We hope that Andrew Camilli (Professor; Molecular  Biology and Microbiology) is recovering well after having fractured his 
collarbone in a fall during the relay event.

Honorable mentions are in order for Li Zeng (Associate Professor; Integrative physiology and Pathobiology) and Mike Forgac 
(Professor; Developmental, Cellular, and Chemical Biology), the only two faculty members to participate in the 100-meter 
dash.
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Recent Publications
Papers by Sackler affiliates since May 2013
compiled by Daniel Wong; Cell & Molecular Physiology - Third Year

Publications in chronological order with Sackler students indicated in bold, and pro-
gram affiliation(s) as superscripts.

Luo C, Sheng J, Hu MG, Haluska FG, Cui R, Xu Z, Tsichlis PN, Hu GF, Hinds PW. Loss of ARF sensitiz-
es transgenic BRAFV600E mice to UV-induced melanoma via suppression of XPC. Cancer Res. 2013 Jul 
15;73(14):4337-48. doi: 10.1158/0008-5472.CAN-12-4454. Epub 2013 May 6. PubMed PMID: 23650282; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3715591.

Cairns DMcmdb, Pignolo RJ, Uchimura Tcmdb, Brennan TA, Lindborg CM, Xu M, Kaplan FS, Shore EM, Zeng L. 
Somitic disruption of GNAS in chick embryos mimics progressive osseous heteroplasia. J Clin Invest. 2013 Aug 
1;123(8):3624-33. doi: 10.1172/JCI69746. Epub 2013 Jul 25. Erratum in: J Clin Invest. 2013 Nov;123(11):4981. 
PubMed PMID: 23863715; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3726175.

Aridgides Dmd/phd, imm, Salvador Rimm, PereiraPerrin M. Trypanosoma cruzi highjacks TrkC to enter cardiomy-
ocytes and cardiac fibroblasts while exploiting TrkA for cardioprotection against oxidative stress. Cell Microbi-
ol. 2013 Aug;15(8):1357-66. doi: 10.1111/cmi.12119. Epub 2013 Mar 14. PubMed PMID: 23414299.

Amyot WM, deJesus Dmicro, Isberg RR. Poison domains block transit of translocated substrates via the Legionel-
la pneumophila Icm/Dot system. Infect Immun. 2013 Sep;81(9):3239-52. doi: 10.1128/IAI.00552-13. Epub 2013 
Jun 24. PubMed PMID: 23798536; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3754216.

Vasiadi Mppet, Mondolfi AP, Alysandratos KD, Therianou A, Katsarou-Katsari A, Petrakopoulou T, Theoharidis 
A, Miniati A, Theoharides TC. Neurotensin serum levels and skin gene expression are increased in atopic der-
matitis. Br J Dermatol. 2013 Sep;169(3):695-9. doi: 10.1111/bjd.12413. PubMed PMID: 24033157.

Banerjee P, DeJesus R, Gjoerup O, Schaffhausen BS. Viral interference with DNA repair by targeting of the 
single-stranded DNA binding protein RPA. PLoS Pathog. 2013 Oct;9(10):e1003725. doi: 10.1371/journal.
ppat.1003725. Epub 2013 Oct 24. PubMed PMID: 24204272; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3812037.

Arendt LM, McCready J, Keller PJ, Baker DD, Naber SP, Seewaldt V, Kuperwasser C. Obesity promotes breast 
cancer by CCL2-mediated macrophage recruitment and angiogenesis. Cancer Res. 2013 Oct 1;73(19):6080-93. 
doi: 10.1158/0008-5472.CAN-13-0926. Epub 2013 Aug 19. PubMed PMID: 23959857; PubMed Central PM-
CID: PMC3824388.

Paczosa MKimm, Fisher ML, Maldonado-Arocho FJ, Mecsas J. Yersinia pseudotuberculosis uses Ail and YadA to 
circumvent neutrophils by directing Yop translocation during lung infection. Cell Microbiol. 2013 Oct 9. doi: 
10.1111/cmi.12219. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 24119087; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3981955.

Capecci Jcmp, Forgac M. The function of vacuolar ATPase (V-ATPase) a subunit isoforms in invasiveness of 
MCF10a and MCF10CA1a human breast cancer cells. J Biol Chem. 2013 Nov 8;288(45):32731-41. doi: 10.1074/
jbc.M113.503771. Epub 2013 Sep 26. PubMed PMID: 24072707; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3820907.

Huang Y, Ainsley JA, Reijmers LG, Jackson FR. Translational profiling of clock cells reveals circadianly synchro-
nized protein synthesis. PLoS Biol. 2013 Nov;11(11):e1001703. doi: 10.1371/journal.pbio.1001703. Epub 2013 
Nov 5. PubMed PMID: 24348200; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3864454.

Trouche S, Sasaki JMneuro, Tu T, Reijmers LG. Fear extinction causes target-specific remodeling of perisomatic 
inhibitory synapses. Neuron. 2013 Nov 20;80(4):1054-65. doi: 10.1016/j.neuron.2013.07.047. Epub 2013 Oct 31. 
PubMed PMID: 24183705; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3840076. 

Continued on page 9
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Tufts Biomedical Business Club
Interested in business, consulting, entreprenurship, or industry?
compiled by Bina Julian Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics - Third Year,

  and Daniel Wong Cell and Molecular Physiology - Third Year

Currently led by Bina Julian (PPET-3), 
Michael Baldwin (CMP-3), Andrew Coppage 
(Biochem-4), Jennifer Nwankwo (PPET-
3), and Adam Wieschhaus, Ph.D., the Tufts 
Biomedical Business Club (TBBC) has been 
very active in bringing outside speakers to 
give seminars about career options outside of 
academia, as well as assembling resources for 
students interested in pursuing these paths. 

TBBC was originally founded by David 
Greenwald (Genetics, 2010) and Brigham 
Hyde (PPET, 2009), who also started their 
own life sciences data analytics company, 
Relay Technology Management, in 2008. 
Nature Publishing Group become the 
majority owner of Relay TM in 2012. This 
past January, Relay TM was acquired by the 
consulting firm Decision Resources Group.

This section provides an overview of 
upcoming TBBC events, initiatives, and 
resources.

Resources
Biomedical Business Guide
http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/
content.php?pid=540606
The TBBC has put together a curated list 
of online and hardcopy business resources 
available at the Hirsh Health Sciences Library. 
This includes access to periodicals such as the 
Harvard Business Review, Wall Street Journal, 
and Bloomberg Business Week, in addition 
to print and e-books on career planning, 
entreprenurship, and intellectual property 
and patent law, among others.

TBBC Information Page
http://sackler.tufts.edu/Student-Life/
Graduate-Student-Council/Biomedical-
Business-Club
Up-to-date information on upcoming TBBC 
events, and links to sign-up forms to join.

Previous Events
“Trade your books for battle scars: a cereer in venture capital and business 
development without an MBA,” presented by Frederic Sweeney, PhD
Sr. Director of Business Development at T2 Biosystems
Tuesday, March 18, 2014 - 5 PM, Sackler 114W
Considering a career in business development? Frederic Sweeney, Senior Director of Business 
Development at T2 Biosystems will discuss the work of his company, as well as his transition 
from bench research to a business development role within the devices and diagnostics 
industry.

Burt Adelman, MD
Executive Vice President and Chief Medical Officer of Dyax Corp.
Wednesday, April 1, 2014 - 4:30 PM, Sackler 216A
Dr. Adelman will share his experience working for Dyax, a biopharmaceutical company 
focused on the discovery, development, and commercialization of antibodies, small proteins, 
and peptide therapeutics. Dr. Adelman is also a member of the Board of Advisors at the Tufts 
University School of Medicine and the Sackler School of Graduate Biomedical Sciences.

Shaun Rodriguez, PhD
Equity Analyst at Cowen and Company
Wednesday, April 16, 2014 - 5 PM, Sackler 114W
Cowen and Company is the investment management segment of Cowen Group Inc., offering 
investment banking services and world-class equity research in multiple sectors, including 
healthcare.

Upcoming Events
David Weingeist, PhD
Senior Consultant for Simon-Kutcher & Partners
Wednesday, May 21, 2014 - 4:30 PM, room TBA
Simon-Kutcher & Partners is a global consulting firm specializing in strategy and marketing.

Ongoing Initiatives
Biotech Journal Club
Second Friday of each month, 12 PM noon
TBBC Biotech Journal Club discusses recent articles related to the biotech industry. E-mail 
TBBC (TuftsBiotech@gmail.com) for more information and join the mailing list.

Case Competition Study Group
Tuesdays, 5 PM
Interested in consulting? The TBBC Case Competition Study Group can help develop your 
skills. E-mail TBBC (TuftsBiotech@gmail.com) for more information.

http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/content.php?pid=540606
http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/content.php?pid=540606
http://sackler.tufts.edu/Student-Life/Graduate-Student-Council/Biomedical-Business-Club
http://sackler.tufts.edu/Student-Life/Graduate-Student-Council/Biomedical-Business-Club
http://sackler.tufts.edu/Student-Life/Graduate-Student-Council/Biomedical-Business-Club
mailto:TuftsBiotech@gmail.com
mailto:TuftsBiotech@gmail.com
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to explain the data.” KD also appreci-
ated how financially supportive he was 
with his students; he wanted them to 
excel, and gave them the opportunities 
to do so. In addition to the positive 
influences her PhD advisor had on her, 
KD also reflected on the challenges in 
their relationship. At the time when 
she began her PhD, there were very 
few women in the field of biophysics, 
which caused a rift between KD and her 
advisor. Despite these challenges, KD 
said, “You learn from both the good and 
the bad mentorship. You learn what you 
want to incorporate as a mentor, and 
what you don’t.” 

I then asked KD to tell me about a few 
of her favorite memories as a scientist, 
and about some of her favorite memo-
ries specifically from Tufts. She couldn’t 
think of one specific memory at Tufts 
to encapsulate her feelings about the 
school, so instead told me why she 

loved her career 
here at Tufts. 

“There is an 
overall sense of 
open-hearted 
collegiality here; 
people aren’t just 
in it for them-
selves. Only until 

I came to Tufts did I realize how ideally 
science could be done. I never, ever, 
once ran into someone who was selfish 
with their time or energy. That is what 
kept me here. I was so comfortable and 
really so enjoyed my colleagues.”

For a specific scientific memory, KD 

Neuroscience professor Kathleen 
Dunlap (KD) is retiring after 34 years 
at Tufts. I interviewed KD in an at-
tempt to soak up even just a fraction of 
her wisdom and to hear first hand the 
foundations of her love of science. The 
decision to become a scientist was one 
that KD made in high school after being 
inspired by two of her science teach-
ers, and initiated a long and successful 
career in science. 

“I had a biology teacher and a physi-
ology teacher who were just spectac-
ular. My school was very strong in the 
sciences,” she said. “Actually, they were 
polar opposites of each other. My biolo-
gy teacher was a nice guy; kind, nurtur-
ing—my physiology teacher was fresh 
out of college, didn’t get into medical 
school, and was teaching high school 
instead. He taught the class exactly like 
a college course. He was very caustic—
take no prisoners kind of guy—with 
huge expectations. But, that is exactly 
what I needed! We did a lot of labs in 
class and he would assign us formal lab 
reports. I remember going Cal State 
University to find the right resources 
for the reports. For me, having a high 
standard was perfect. I thought, ‘He’s 
not going to beat me!’” 

 “[My biology teacher] had this amaz-
ing ability to draw on the chalkboard 
with two hands. I remember watching 
him draw a cross-section of the spinal 
cord with both hands at the same time, 
and I thought, ‘That is so cool! I want 
to be that guy!’”High school inspiration 
aside, becoming a scientist is a long 
process. The people you interact with 

and meet along the way can be just as 
influential and important as the experi-
ence that provided that initial spark of 
curiosity and passion. So, I asked KD 
who influenced her along the way—
close friends she knew very well, people 
she met only in passing, or even barely 
knew at all. However, I should confess: 
I knew the answer to the latter. I wanted 
to get her going about Bernard Katz, the 
famous biophysicist who was awarded 
the Nobel Prize in 1970 for his work on 
neurotransmitters.

 “For someone I didn’t know, first and 
foremost would be Bernard Katz. Abso-
lutely. He was freaking brilliant. He had 
impressions that anybody would love 
to have—laid the foundation for what 
we know about synaptic neurobiology. 
I would have died to know him,” she 
said. KD then got up from her chair 
and pulled a book off her shelf to show 
me—it was Nerve, Muscle, Synapse by 
Bernard Katz. 
“He came to 
UCLA in 1972 
when I was just 
starting graduate 
school. He came 
to give a lecture, 
and I didn’t get 
him to sign my 
book! AGH! I always regretted that!” 

In reference to people she did know, 
KD said, “[There are] just so many.” In 
our conversation, she focused on her 
advisors. From her PhD advisor, she 
learned how to think in a linear fash-
ion. “He was a reductionist scientist; he 
would think of the simplest hypothesis 

Only until I came to Tufts 
did I realize how ideally 
science could be done. I 
never, ever, once ran into 
someone who was selfish 
with their time or energy.

The making of a neuroscientist
Kathleen Dunlap discusses how her career was influenced by 
teachers, luminaries, and fascination with scientific discovery.
by Julie Hewitt Neuroscience - Third Year
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recounted the multiple summers she 
spent researching the hydrozoan Obelia 
geniculata at the Marine Biology Labo-
ratory with her colleague Paul Brehm. 
Obelia live as colonies with a shared gut 
system and emit light via endogenous 
GFP when stimulated mechanically, 
chemically or electrically. KD and Paul 
sought to uncover the mechanism 
behind the flashing Obelia photocytes. 
When reminiscing about her time 
studying Obelia, KD said, “It was like 
going back in time with this project. We 
had high-tech equipment down there, 
but we didn’t always use it. We would 
collect animals, bring them into lab—
we had a beautiful view of the Nan-
tucket Sound from our lab, but we had 
trash bags covering all 
the windows!—we would 
put Obelia in beakers and 
test what they responded 
to. We were squirting all 
sorts of things into the 
beakers and saying ‘Did you see that?!’ 
‘I think it flashed!’ The experiments 
were very imaginative. We were like 
scientists at summer camp. We never 
had any idea what was going to happen; 
we were constantly building equipment 
to make different measurements. It was 

a magical time. We sometimes would 
work 16-18 hours a day because it was 
just fascination of exploration. It didn’t 
matter what we found, there were no 
negative outcomes! I think about those 
experiments a lot.” 

KD and Paul ended up publishing three 
papers from these experiments, the first 
being a Letter to Nature in 1987 that 
was awarded the magazine cover photo. 

I next asked KD what she was going to 
miss in her retirement, and what she 
wasn’t going to miss. 

“I’m going to miss the fact that when 
you’re doing research, every day is a 
challenge. You’re faced with problems 

you don’t 
know 
how to 
solve. 
You can 
always 

get better at something. I enjoy the 
bar being higher than my head—I still 
have the internal satisfaction of trying 
to reach that bar. I will also miss the 
absolute joy of seeing graduate students 
develop, and the joy of not being able to 
predict where a student is going to go. 

We are all looking for the 
truth. This works only when 

people work together.

It’s so much fun to see graduate stu-
dents who you may have been worried 
about at first, transformed into critical 
thinkers who can express their ideas 
with confidence.” In response to what 
she wouldn’t miss, she said simply, “The 
things about being a professor that took 
me away from the joy of discovery.”

My last question for KD was what 
advice she has for young scientists. 
“Oh, this is going to be a philosophical 
answer,” she told me and paused, “The 
world has gotten so complicated that it’s 
hard to keep your finger on the truth. 
When I went to graduate school, people 
would find something, and others 
would repeat it. I don’t feel like people 
do that anymore in science. There is no 
longer the mindset that if something is 
true, it needs to be verified. My hope 
is that research science will go back to 
that mindset. We are all looking togeth-
er for the truth.”

After finishing up my interview with 
KD and reviewing my notes, I devel-
oped a story in my head—a story based 
on the few snippets of her career that 
she had shared with me. It was the story 
of a girl, inspired first by an ambidex-
trous biology teacher, and then by a 
grouchy, demanding physiology teacher 
who managed to work her way into a 
biophysics lab where she both excelled 
and rebelled. Despite demanding ex-
pectations and a prominent gender gap, 
this girl proceeded from one lab to the 
next—until she fulfilled her dream at 
Tufts University where she sadly leaves 
us today, but leaves us with the remind-
er, “We are all looking for the truth. 
This works only when people work 
together.”
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Team Neuro(Jen)esis, 13.1
Four Neuroscience graduate students trained for and completed 
the B.A.A. Half Marathon this past fall.
by Micaella Panessiti Neuroscience - Third Year

Graduate school is stressful. We often 
feel mentally, physically and emotion-
ally drained after spending long days in 
the lab. However, as important as our 
daily work lives are, how we spend our 
free time de-stressing is also important. 
While there’s always drinking a bottle 
of wine and watching American Idol, 
one of the healthiest ways to de-stress is 
to exercise. Last fall, four neuroscience 
students decided to train and run the 
Boston Athletic Association (B.A.A) 
half marathon together, which is an 
impressive feat given the hectic grad 
school lifestyle! Jenny Sasaki, Jenn 
Felsted, Jen Shih and Jeannine Foley 
wore matching t-shirts with the slogan 
“Team Neuro(Jen)esis.”

When asked about how they prepared 
for the 13.1 mile race, Team Neuro(-
Jen)esis shared their different training 

styles. Jen Shih, a seasoned marathoner 
and triathlete completed run-specific 
training for five weeks after finishing a 
summer triathalon training cycle. She 
ran 4 days a week of varying speeds and 
distance and had worked up to 40 miles 
per week by the time of the race. Jenny 
Sasaki, a first time half marathoner 
simply had the goal to finish the race 
regardless of time. By slowly building 
her endurance levels and alternating 
short and long runs, she was able to 
avoid injury and worked up to a 10 mile 
run. The girls also kept each other mo-
tivated and focused by completing long 
runs together. 

During the race, the hilly and windy 
conditions turned out to be a greater 
challenge than Team Neuro(Jen)esis 
expected. While Jenny felt great for the 
first half of the race, she said the second 

half felt “kind of painful.” However, she 
was motivated by running with Jenn 
and focused on the fact that every step 
was bringing them closer to the finish 
line. Jeannine battled some stomach 
pain (she advises runners NOT to eat 
Ethiopian food the night before!) and 
foot pain at mile 10 but persevered to 
finish the race.

Team Neuro(Jen)esis completed the 
13.1 haul with respectable times, but 
know that their endeavor was not 
strictly a competition. Jen Shih reflected 
that “Afterwards, I felt relief that [the 
race] was over…and remember feeling 
excited and happy that Team Neuro(-
Jen)esis was at the race. No matter how 
any race turns out, running is such a 
multifaceted endeavor, and there are so 
many things besides racing that make 

Jenn Felsted, Jen Shih, Jenny Sasaki, and Jeannine Foley (left picture, left to right), following the B.A.A. Half Marathon. Jeannine Foley models the team t-shirt (right picture).

Continued on page 9
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Things to do around Boston
by Micaella Panessiti Neuroscience - Third Year, and Daniel Wong Cell and Molecular Physiology - Third Year

Arts & Culture
Dedham Square Artist Guild,
“Wonderland” Art Show
March 27 - May 26
Dedham Community Theater, 580 High St, 
Dedham, MA - Free
http://dedhamguild.com/node/209
DMCB faculty member Dan Jay has two 
drawings on display as a part of the “Wonder-
land” show of the Dedham Artist Guild.
These drawings were made during a live 
performance of “Alice in Wonderland” by the 
National Ballet of Canada.

Museum of Fine Art
W,Th,F 10AM-9:45PM; Other 10AM-4:45PM
Avenue of the Arts, 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston - Free with Tufts ID
http://www.mfa.org/membership/universities
Admission to the MFA is free for Tufts 
students with your student ID. Be sure to 
bring your ID with you, because the ticketing 
agent needs to see the physical card. Student 
admission is $23 otherwise. Additionally, you 
can receive 10% off in the Museum Bookstore 
& Shops.

Third Thursdays
Third Thursday of each month, 5:30 PM
(March 20, April 17, May 15, June 19)
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, 
280 The Fenway, Boston - $5 with student ID / 
$15 adults, cash wine bar
http://www.gardnermuseum.org/calendar/
event_series/third_thursdays
Enjoy wine and a night at the museum! The 
Third Thursday series at the Gardner Mu-
seum feature short talks about art and the 
museum, live music, and other activities 
throughout each evening.

ICA Free Thursday Nights
Every Thursday night, 5 PM to 9 PM
Institute of Contemporary Art, 100 Northern 
Ave, Boston - Free
http://www.icaboston.org/visit/
Admission to the ICA is free to everyone on 
Thursday nights from 5 PM until the museum 
closes at 9 PM.

Food & Wine
Brix Wine Shop: Complimentary Wine Tastings
Every Thursday and Friday, 5-7 pm @ Brix Financial District, 105 Broad St, Boston, MA
http://www.brixwineshop.com/tastings/financial-district/
Every Friday, 6-8 pm and Saturday, 3-5 pm @ Brix South End, 1284 Washington St, Boston
http://www.brixwineshop.com/tastings/sounth-end/

Upcoming Runs and Races
City Sports Run Club
Every Tuesday at 6 pm (Back Bay, 480 Boylston St, Boston, MA),
 Thursday at 6 pm (Post Office Square/Financial District, 225 Franklin St, Boston, MA),
 Saturday at 10 am (Porter Square, 1815 Massachusetts Ave, Cambridge, MA)
http://www.citysportsblog.com/run-club/
Free membership, just sign a waiver. Meet at City Sports to test gear or win some in a raffle 
provided by sponsors. Additionally, earn $1 in City Sports Insider Rewards for each mile you 
run. Choose between 3- and 5-mile routes. Several Sackler students and postdocs attend the 
Tuesday and Thursday meets.

Freedom Trail Run
Every Saturday at 8:30 am through February (Winter hours to change in spring)
http://www.freedomtrailrun.com
Meet on Boston Common (at the corner of Park & Tremont St.) and run a 5K course that pass-
es some of America’s most important historical landmarks. We don’t just “run-by” the sites, we 
stop and explore them! And since we stop so often (16 times), even beginners can participate! 
Registration includes: the guided 2 hour running tour, return boat ride, choice of drink and a 
great shirt. For more information, read our or email: info@FreedomTrailRun.com. 

Heartbreak Hill Half & Festival
Friday, June 6- Sunday, June 8, 2014, Boston College, Newton, MA
http://rw.runnersworld.com/hhhalf/
Multiple races will be held in conjunction with a festival the weekend of June 6 on the grounds 
of Boston College atop Heartbreak Hill. The 5K and 10K races will be run on Saturday, June 7 
at 7 am and 8:30 am, respectively, with the half marathon starting at 7:30 am on Sunday, June 8.

Battle of Bunker Hill Road Race
Sunday, June 14, 2014 at 9:15 am, Charlestown Navy Yard, One 1st Ave, Charlestown, MA
http://www.bgcb.org/our-location/charlestown-club/battle-of-bunker-hill-8k/
This year will be the 46th annual Bunker Hill Road Race, which will be followed by the Bunker 
Hill Day Parade in Charlestown. The Family Fun Run starts at 9:15 am, and the 8K Road Race 
starts at 10 am. Proceeds beneffit the Charlestown Boys & Girls Club.

B.A.A. 10K
Sunday, July 22, 2014 at 8 am, Start/Finish: Charles St between Boylston St and Beacon St.
http://www.baa.org/races/10k.aspx
Registration will be held online at www.baa.org beginning on Thursday, May 1, 2014 at 10:00 
a.m. ET.

http://dedhamguild.com/node/209
http://www.mfa.org/membership/universities
http://www.gardnermuseum.org/calendar/events/5638
http://www.gardnermuseum.org/calendar/events/5639
http://www.gardnermuseum.org/calendar/events/5640
http://www.gardnermuseum.org/calendar/events/5641
http://www.gardnermuseum.org/calendar/event_series/third_thursdays 
http://www.gardnermuseum.org/calendar/event_series/third_thursdays 
http://www.icaboston.org/visit/ 
http://www.brixwineshop.com/tastings/financial-district/
http://www.brixwineshop.com/tastings/sounth-end/
http://www.citysportsblog.com/run-club/
http://www.freedomtrailrun.com
mailto:info%40freedomtrailrun.com?subject=
http://rw.runnersworld.com/hhhalf/
http://www.bgcb.org/our-location/charlestown-club/battle-of-bunker-hill-8k/
http://www.baa.org/races/10k.aspx
http://www.baa.org/races/5k.aspx
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Meet the first-year students!
Students from the ISP and Neuroscience programs sent us some 
information about themselves. Naturally, we decided to share.
compiled by Kristina Cotter; Cell & Molecular Physiology - Third Year,

 and Micaella Panessiti; Neuroscience - Third Year

Aaron Bernstein
Burlington, MA
Biology, Tufts University
ISP
Hobbies: Surfing, Snowboarding
What are you most looking 

forward to during graduate school: Exposure 
to a wide variety of research
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts: 
Patriots/Bruins

Andrew Coleman
Holliston, MA
Neuroscience, Bowdoin College
Neuroscience
Hobbies: Enjoying the outdoors, 
New England sports teams 

fanaticism, learning to whistle
What are you most looking forward to during 
graduate school: The opportunity to inves-
tigate research questions using a variety of 
experimental approaches
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts: 
Walkability of the city and the accessibility of 
the faculty

Jess Davis-Knowlton
Cape Elizabeth, ME
Biology, Brandeis University
ISP
Hobbies: Helping friends move, 
home improvement projects, 

shopping at Lowe’s
What are you most looking forward to during 
graduate school: Getting to know the other 
graduate students and Tufts faculty members 
who will be my colleagues throughout the rest 
of my career 
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts: 
Easy access to really good food!

Kayla Gross
East Hampstead, NH
BA in Chemistry/Biochemistry, 
Colby College
ISP

Hobbies: Writing, dancing, reading
What are you most looking forward to during 
graduate school: Exposure to a wide variety of 
research interests and opportunities
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts: 
Being able to see the Boston Ballet

Nafis Hasan
Dhaka, Bangladesh
BS in Biology, Lafayette College
ISP
Hobbies - reading, music, avo-
cados

What are you most looking forward to during 
graduate school: meeting curious people 
(hence, grad school)
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts - 
Biochem exams and dollar beers at Coogan’s

Matt Kelley
Santa Rosa, California
Neuroscience, UCLA
Neuroscience
Hobbies: Travel, Scuba Diving, 
Writing

What are you most looking forward to 
during graduate school:  Joining a lab and the 
research. It’s an exciting time to be in neuro-
science.  
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts:  I 
love how many things there are to do around 
Boston, even in the snow.  Tufts is fantastic 
because of its small and collaborative envi-
ronment.

Christina McGuire
Middletown, CT
Biochemistry, Trinity College 
(Hartford, CT)
ISP
Hobbies: Running, reading, 

hanging out with friends
What are you most looking forward to during 
graduate school: Becoming a real scientist, 
and making lasting friendships
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts: 

There’s always something fun to do in the city.

Manasa Parakala
Nashua, New Hampshire
Behavioral Neuroscience at 
Northeastern University
Neuroscience
Hobbies: Tennis, Volleyball, 

Singing, Dance
What are you most looking forward to during 
graduate school: Meeting new people and 
publishing papers
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts: 
Walking along the Charles River

Michaela Tolman
Chesterfield, New Hampshire
Neuroscience, Wesleyan Uni-
versity
Neuroscience
Hobbies: Horse-back riding, 

cooking, exploring Boston
What are you most looking forward to during 
graduate school: Right now, getting into/start-
ed on my thesis project
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts: The 
people at Tufts

Julia Yelick
Concord, MA
Pre-Med Neuroscience from 
Dickinson College, PA
ISP
Hobbies: Running

What are you most looking forward to during 
graduate school: Gaining a better understand-
ing of the field as a whole
Favorite thing about Boston and/or Tufts: 
Summer along the Charles



FALL2013WINTER2014 SACKLERINSIGHT

9

Papers listing a Sackler-affiliated author, since May 2013 (cont’d) 
Lee Vmd/phd, neuro, Maguire J. Impact of inhibitory constraint of interneurons on neuronal excitability. J Neurophysiol. 2013 Dec;110(11):2520-35. 
doi: 10.1152/jn.00047.2013. Epub 2013 Sep 11. PubMed PMID: 24027099; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3882765.

Vöhringer PA, Jimenez MI, Igor MA, Forés GA, Correa MO, Sullivan MC, Holtzman NS, Whitham EA, Barroilhet SA, Alvear K, Logvinen-
ko T, Kent DM, Ghaemi SN. A clinical predictive score for mood disorder risk in low-income primary care settings. J Affect Disord. 2013 
Dec;151(3):1125-31. doi: 10.1016/j.jad.2013.06.056. Epub 2013 Jul 31. PubMed PMID: 23916307.

Moseman AP, Moseman EA, Schworer Smd/phd, imm, Smirnova I, Volkova T, von Andrian U, Poltorak A. Mannose receptor 1 mediates cellular 
uptake and endosomal delivery of CpG-motif containing oligodeoxynucleotides. J Immunol. 2013 Dec 1;191(11):5615-24. doi: 10.4049/jimmu-
nol.1301438. Epub 2013 Nov 1. PubMed PMID: 24184555; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3834123.

DeCaen PG, Delling M, Vien TNppet, Clapham DE. Direct recording and molecular identification of the calcium channel of primary cilia. Nature. 
2013 Dec 12;504(7479):315-8. doi: 10.1038/nature12832. PubMed PMID: 24336289.

Ophir MJimm, Liu BCimm, Bunnell SC. The N terminus of SKAP55 enables T cell adhesion to TCR and integrin ligands via distinct mechanisms. J 
Cell Biol. 2013 Dec 23;203(6):1021-41. doi: 10.1083/jcb.201305088. PubMed PMID: 24368808; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3871428.

Fowler T, Ghatak P, Price DH, Conaway R, Conaway J, Chiang CM, Bradner JE, Shilatifard A, Roy AL. Regulation of MYC expression and differ-
ential JQ1 sensitivity in cancer cells. PLoS One. 2014 Jan 23;9(1):e87003. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0087003. eCollection 2014. PubMed PMID: 
24466310; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3900694.

Weng Zppet, Patel ABbiochem, Vasiadi Mppet, Therianou A, Theoharides TC. Luteolin inhibits human keratinocyte activation and decreases NF-κB 
induction that is increased in psoriatic skin. PLoS One. 2014 Feb 28;9(2):e90739. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0090739. eCollection 2014. PubMed 
PMID: 24587411; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3938790.

Stampfer SDmd/phd, biochem, Heldwein EE. Expression, Purification, and Crystallization of HSV-1 Glycoproteins for Structure Determination. 
Methods Mol Biol. 2014;1144:249-63. doi: 10.1007/978-1-4939-0428-0_17. PubMed PMID: 24671689.

Lee Vmd/phd, neuro, Maguire J. The impact of tonic GABAA receptor-mediated inhibition on neuronal excitability varies across brain region and 
cell type. Front Neural Circuits. 2014 Feb 3;8:3. doi: 10.3389/fncir.2014.00003. eCollection 2014. PubMed PMID: 24550784; PubMed Central 
PMCID: PMC3909947.

Han JH, Umiker BRimm, Kazimirova AA, Fray Mimm, Korgaonkar P, Selsing E, Imanishi-Kari T. Expression of an anti-RNA autoantibody in 
a mouse model of SLE increases neutrophil and monocyte numbers as well as IFN-I expression. Eur J Immunol. 2014 Jan;44(1):215-26. doi: 
10.1002/eji.201343714. Epub 2013 Oct 21. PubMed PMID: 24105635; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3947137.

O’Toole KK, Hooper Aneuro, Wakefield Sneuro, Maguire J. Seizure-induced disinhibition of the HPA axis increases seizure susceptibility. Epilep-
sy Res. 2014 Jan;108(1):29-43. doi: 10.1016/j.eplepsyres.2013.10.013. Epub 2013 Oct 28. PubMed PMID: 24225328; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC3872265.

it worthwhile.” Jeannine admits that 
her favorite part of the race was wear-
ing the custom-designed t-shirts and 
says “Hopefully we will do more races 
together in the future so that we can 
wear them as a team again.” Overall, 
the camaraderie and accomplishment 

of finishing a half marathon is a posi-
tive memory in Team Neuro(Jen)esis’ 
minds.

For those who aren’t interested or ready 
to run half marathons, there are plenty 
of short races in the future. Jeannine is 

Team Neuro(Jen)esis, continued
running a 5 mile “Super Sunday” race 
on 2/2/14 in Kendall Square and the 
5k Spring Classic on 4/27/14 in Cam-
bridge. Here are some additional, fun 
runs that all students could get into! 

List of runs and races on page 7
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Papers listing a Sackler-affiliated author, since May 2013 (cont’d) 
Cordeira JW, Felsted JA, Teillon S, Daftary S, Panessiti Mneuro, Wirth J, Sena-Esteves M, Rios M. Hypothalamic dysfunction of the thrombo-
spondin receptor α2δ-1 underlies the overeating and obesity triggered by brain-derived neurotrophic factor deficiency. J Neurosci. 2014 Jan 
8;34(2):554-65. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.1572-13.2014. PubMed PMID: 24403154; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3870936.

McCready J, Arendt LM, Glover E, Iyer V, Briendel JL, Lyle SR, Naber SP, Jay DG, Kuperwasser C. Pregnancy-associated breast cancers are 
driven by differences in adipose stromal cells present during lactation. Breast Cancer Res. 2014 Jan 9;16(1):R2. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 
PMID: 24405573; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3978436.

Tang-Schomer MD, Davies P, Graziano D, Thurber AEcmdb, Kaplan DL. Neural circuits with long-distance axon tracts for determining function-
al connectivity. J Neurosci Methods. 2014 Jan 30;222:82-90. doi: 10.1016/j.jneumeth.2013.10.014. Epub 2013 Nov 8. PubMed PMID: 24216177; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3752314.

Sproule TJ, Bubier JA, Grandi FC, Sun VZ, Philip VM, McPhee CG, Adkins EBgen, Sundberg JP, Roopenian DC. Molecular identification 
of collagen 17a1 as a major genetic modifier of laminin gamma 2 mutation-induced junctional epidermolysis bullosa in mice. PLoS Genet. 
2014 Feb 13;10(2):e1004068. doi: 10.1371/journal.pgen.1004068. eCollection 2014 Feb. PubMed PMID: 24550734; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC3923665.

Myers RB, Wei L, Castellot JJ Jr. The matricellular protein CCN5 regulates podosome function via interaction with integrin α(v)β (3.). J Cell 
Commun Signal. 2014 Feb 2. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 24488697.

Rouzine IM, Coffin JM, Weinberger LS. Fifteen years later: hard and soft selection sweeps confirm a large population number for HIV in vivo. 
PLoS Genet. 2014 Feb 20;10(2):e1004179. doi: 10.1371/journal.pgen.1004179. eCollection 2014 Feb. PubMed PMID: 24586204; PubMed Central 
PMCID: PMC3930503. 

Liu Q, Qiu J, Liang M, Golinski J, van Leyen K, Jung JE, You Z, Lo EH, Degterev A, Whalen MJ. Akt and mTOR mediate programmed ne-
crosis in neurons. Cell Death Dis. 2014 Feb 27;5:e1084. doi: 10.1038/cddis.2014.69. PubMed PMID: 24577082; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC3944276.

Lee Vmd/phd, neuro, Sarkar J, Maguire J. Loss of Gabrd in CRH neurons blunts the corticosterone response to stress and diminishes stress-related 
behaviors. Psychoneuroendocrinology. 2014 Mar;41:75-88. doi: 10.1016/j.psyneuen.2013.12.011. Epub 2013 Dec 24. PubMed PMID: 24495609; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3947777.

Bhardwaj Nmicro, Coffin JM. Endogenous retroviruses and human cancer: is there anything to the rumors? Cell Host Microbe. 2014 Mar 
12;15(3):255-9. doi: 10.1016/j.chom.2014.02.013. PubMed PMID: 24629332.

Marturano JE, Xylas JF, Sridharan GV, Georgakoudi I, Kuo CK. Lysyl oxidase-mediated collagen crosslinks may be assessed as markers of 
functional properties of tendon tissue formation. Acta Biomater. 2014 Mar;10(3):1370-9. doi: 10.1016/j.actbio.2013.11.024. Epub 2013 Dec 6. 
PubMed PMID: 24316363.

Geevarghese Acmp, Herman IM. Pericyte-endothelial crosstalk: implications and opportunities for advanced cellular therapies. Transl Res. 
2014 Apr;163(4):296-306. doi: 10.1016/j.trsl.2014.01.011. Epub 2014 Jan 24. Review. PubMed PMID: 24530608; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC3976718.

Cruz-Orcutt N, Vacaflores A, Connolly SF, Bunnell SC, Houtman JC. Activated PLC-γ1 is catalytically induced at LAT but activated PLC-γ1 is 
localized at both LAT- and TCR-containing complexes. Cell Signal. 2014 Apr;26(4):797-805. doi: 10.1016/j.cellsig.2013.12.022. Epub 2014 Jan 8. 
PubMed PMID: 24412752; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3935424.

Fiaturi Nppet, Ritzkat A, Dammann CE, Castellot JJ, Nielsen HC. Dissociated presenilin-1 and TACE processing of ErbB4 in lung alveolar type 
II cell differentiation. Biochim Biophys Acta. 2014 Apr;1843(4):797-805. doi: 10.1016/j.bbamcr.2014.01.015. Epub 2014 Jan 24. PubMed PMID: 
24462774; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3953239.

Dvoriantchikova G, Degterev A, Ivanov D. Retinal ganglion cell (RGC)programmed necrosis contributes to ischemia-reperfusion-induced 
retinal damage. Exp Eye Res. 2014 Apr 19. pii: S0014-4835(14)00097-9. doi: 10.1016/j.exer.2014.04.009. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
24751757.



FALL2013WINTER2014 SACKLERINSIGHT

11

Papers listing a Sackler-affiliated author, since May 2013 (cont’d) 
Kwon Hcmdb, Rainbow RS, Sun L, Hui CKcmdb, Cairns DMcmdb, Preda RC, Kaplan DL, Zeng L. Scaffold structure and fabrication method affect 
pro-inflammatory milieu in 3D-cultured chondrocytes. J Biomed Mater Res A. 2014 Apr 20. doi: 10.1002/jbm.a.35203. [Epub ahead of print] 
PubMed PMID: 24753349.
McCready JM, Wong DScmp, Burlinson JA, Ying W, Jay DG. An Impermeant Ganetespib Analog Inhibits Extracellular Hsp90-Mediated Cancer 
Cell Migration that Involves Lysyl Oxidase 2-like Protein. Cancers. 2014 Apr 30;6(2):1031-46. doi: 10.3390/cancers6021031. 

Umiker BRimm, Andersson S, Fernandez L, Korgaokar P, Larbi A, Pilichowska M, Weinkauf CC, Wortis HH, Kearney JF, Imanishi-Kari T. Dos-
age of X-linked Toll-like receptor 8 determines gender differences in the development of systemic lupus erythematosus. Eur J Immunol. 2014 
May;44(5):1503-16. doi: 10.1002/eji.201344283. Epub 2014 Mar 20. PubMed PMID: 24500834.

Koenig JBmd/phd, gen, Jaffe IZ. Direct role for smooth muscle cell mineralocorticoid receptors in vascular remodeling: novel mechanisms and clini-
cal implications. Curr Hypertens Rep. 2014 May;16(5):427. doi: 10.1007/s11906-014-0427-y. PubMed PMID: 24633842.

Pitts JDmicro, Klabis J, Richards AL, Smith GA, Heldwein EE. Crystal Structure of the Herpesvirus Inner Tegument Protein UL37 Supports Its 
Essential Role in Control of Viral Trafficking. J Virol. 2014 May;88(10):5462-73. doi: 10.1128/JVI.00163-14. Epub 2014 Mar 5. PubMed PMID: 
24599989.

Saia Gcmdb, Lalonde J, Sun Xgen, Ramos B, Gill G. Phosphorylation of the transcription factor Sp4 is reduced by NMDA receptor signaling. 
J Neurochem. 2014 May;129(4):743-52. doi: 10.1111/jnc.12657. Epub 2014 Feb 12. PubMed PMID: 24475768; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC3999283.

Foley CJmd/phd, gen, Fanjul-Fernández M, Bohm A, Nguyen N, Agarwal A, Austin K, Koukos G, Covic L, López-Otín C, Kuliopulos A. Matrix 
metalloprotease 1a deficiency suppresses tumor growth and angiogenesis. Oncogene. 2014 Apr 24;33(17):2264-72. doi: 10.1038/onc.2013.157. 
Epub 2013 May 27. PubMed PMID: 23708660.

Did we miss your paper? Make sure your affiliation includes Tufts University Sackler School of Graduate Biomedi-
cal Sciences, or e-mail us!

“Piled Higher and Deeper”
by Jorge Cham, www.phdcomics.com
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