


Pollinator-unfriendly 
ornamentals 

Pollinator-friendly  
alternatives 

Wildflowers 

Short, fast annuals  
e.g. Angelonia, snapdragons, petunias 

• Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) 
• Lance-leaf coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata) 
• Spotted horsemint (Monarda punctata) 

Colorful clumps  
e.g. Salvia nemorosa, catmint 

• Anise hyssop (Agastache foeniculum) 
• Mountain mint (Pycnanthemum spp.) 
• Shrubby St. John’s wort (Hypericum perfoliatum) 

Daylilies 

• Purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea) 
• Orange black-eyed susan (Rudbeckia fulgida) 
• Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa) 
• False oxeye (Heliopsis helianthoides) 

Hostas  

• Foxglove beardtongue (Penstemon digitalis) 
• New Jersey tea (Ceanothus americanus) 
• Meadowsweet (Spiraea tomentosa) 
• Culver’s root (Veronicastrum virginicum) 

Tall colorful spikes 
e.g. Cleome, dahlias, gladiolas 

• Wild bergamot (Monarda fistulosa) 
• Bee balm (Monarda didyma) 
• Blazing star (Liatris spp.) 
• Cardinal flower (Lobelia cardinalis) 
• Russian sage (Salvia yangii) 

Short border plants 
e.g. Mondo grass, sweet alyssum, marigolds 

• Hairy beardtongue (Penstemon hirsutus) 
• Golden alexander’s (Zizia aurea, Z. aptera) 
• Nodding onion (Allium cernuum) 
• Golden ragwort (Packera aurea) 
• Liatris spicata ‘Kobold’ 

Ground cover 
e.g. Vinca minor, pachysandra 

• Aromatic sumac (Rhus aromatica) 
• Wild strawberry (Fragaria virginiana) 
• Bearberry (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) 

Walkway containers 
e.g. petunias, geraniums, creeping phlox 

• Swamp milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) 
• Foxglove beardtongue (Penstemon digitalis) 
• Smooth blue aster (Symphyotrichum laeve) 

Shrubs & Trees 

Foundation shrubs 
e.g. boxwoods, yews 

• Winterberry holly (Ilex verticillata) 
• Summersweet (Clethra alnifolia) 
• Chokeberry (Aronia spp.) 
• Bayberry (Morella caroliniensis) 

Border/hedge shrubs  
e.g. Euonymus, Arborvitae 

• Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) 
• Shrubby dogwoods (Swida racemosa, S. sericea) 
• Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum) 

Short trees 
e.g. Bradford pear, Kousa dogwood 

• Flowering crabapple (Malus spp.) 
• Serviceberry (Amelanchier spp.) 
• Eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis) 

Street trees 
e.g. London plane, Japanese zelkova 

• American basswood (Tilia americana)  
• Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) 
• Red maple (Acer rubrum) 
• Red oak (Quercus rubra) 

Grasses 
Short, filler grasses 
e.g. Chinese fountain grass, Blue fescue 

• Little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium.) 
• Purple lovegrass (Eragrostis spectabilis) 

Tall border grasses 
e.g. Chinese silver grass, Feather reed grass 

• Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum) 
• Big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) 


