
  

         

         
2024 Proposal Narrative Template

	Please use the template below to prepare your full proposal narrative. Please delete this instruction page and all instructions in blue before submitting your proposal.
· Please respond to all of the section headings/subheadings in your proposal, indicating “not applicable” if a section is not needed (e.g., human subjects). 
· Please use the 12-point Times New Roman font, black type, and margins provided in the template.
· The proposal narrative cannot exceed 10 pages with 1.5 line spacing and one-inch margins on the page top, bottom, and sides. References don’t count toward the page limit. 
· Save your final document in Word or PDF and upload the file to the Proposal Narrative section of the online submission system: 





	

	






Project Title:  
Principal Investigator:   
Organization:  

BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE
Describe the topic addressed by your study, rationale for your study, and the research and policy significance of your potential findings. Please briefly discuss prior literature with a particular focus on knowledge gaps and your study’s anticipated contribution. Suggested: No more than 2 pages.

SPECIFIC AIMS
Define the project’s specific research aims and hypotheses to be tested. Explain the innovative nature of your proposed project and how it responds to the research priorities of the USDA and the RIDGE Center. Suggested: No more than 1 page.

RESEARCH STRATEGY
Describe how you will answer your research questions, including the research methods, conceptual and/or empirical model, and data. Provide a power calculation if needed, human subjects, and discussion of the study strengths and limitations, as applicable. Suggested: No more than 4 pages.

RESEARCH TEAM
Describe the expertise, experience, and diversity of the proposed research team. Explain the role of each team member, which should align with effort budgeted on the project and/or in-kind support. Suggested: No more than 1 page.

IMPLEMENTATION 
Describe how you will implement the project, if funded. Please prepare a project work plan to describe the timeline for major tasks (e.g., data collection, stages of data analysis). Anticipated project deliverables may include both research deliverables and any communications efforts. Suggested: No more than 2 pages.

REFERENCES
References should be limited to literature pertinent to the proposed research. We recommend that you use the American Medical Association Manual of Style, 10th edition: http://www.amamanualofstyle.com/. References should be identified by number in the order in which they are mentioned in the text (citation order system) with a superscript Arabic numeral outside of punctuation. Use the original reference number for subsequent references on the same citation. This section doesn’t count toward the 10-page limit.
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