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Do advances in genomic biology create 
a scientific rationale for long-discredited 
racial categories? Leading scholars in law, 
medicine, biology, sociology, history, anthro-
pology, and psychology examine the impact 
of modern genetics on the concept of race. 
This collection begins with the historical 
origins and current uses of the concept of 

“race” in science. It follows with an analysis 
of the role of race in DNA databanks and 
racial disparities in the criminal justice 
system. Essays then consider the rise of rec-
reational genetics in the form of for-profit 
testing of genetic ancestry and the intro-
duction of racialized medicine, specifically 
through an FDA-approved heart drug called 
BiDil, marketed to African American men. 
Concluding sections discuss the contradic-
tions between our scientific and cultural 
understandings of race and the continu-
ing significance of race in educational and 
criminal justice policy. 

Sheldon KrimSKy is professor of urban and envi-
ronmental policy and planning and adjunct professor 
of public health and community medicine at Tufts 
University. He is the author of nine books, including 
Science in the Private Interest: Has the Lure of Profit 
Corrupted Biomedical Research? and is coauthor with 
Tania Simoncelli of the recent Columbia University 
Press title Genetic Justice: DNA Databanks, Criminal 
Justice, and Civil Liberties. 

Kathleen Sloan has run nonprofit organizations 
for more than twenty years and has directed communi-
cations and public relations functions for multination-
al corporations and nonprofits. She organized a major 
national conference on the impact of forensic DNA 
databanks on racial disparities in the criminal jus-
tice system for the Council for Responsible Genetics, 
where she formerly directed programs on both race 
and genetics and women and biotechnology. 

race and the Genetic revolution
Science, Myth, and Culture 
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“a signal contribution....[this book] should be read 
and taught as widely as possible.” —Adolph Reed, Jr., 
University of Pennsylvania 

“novel and forward thinking, this book will be a valu-
able addition to a literature that needs to be brought 
up to speed.” —David Rosner, Columbia University and 
Mailman School of Public Health
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