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http://prospect.org/article/slaying-partisan-gerrymander 



An impregnable fortress? 





Gill v. Whitford, case 16-1161, amicus brief by Gerken, Katz, King, Sabato, and Wang 



William Sealy Gosset (“Student”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1876-1937 

Chief Experimental Brewer, 

The Guinness Company 



Testing for lopsided wins with Student’s t-test: 

North Carolina 

Three Tests for Practical Evaluation of Partisan Gerrymandering 

Sam Wang (2016) Stanford Law Review 









13 Republicans, 5 Democrats 
(no close races) 

10 Republicans, 8 Democrats 
(6 close races) 

A 50-50 vote would produce: 

A pretty map can still hide ill intent 





• Proposed reforms (some don’t constrain the range of outcomes): 

– Compactness and keeping political divisions together (PA) 

– Preserving communities of interest (MI) 

– Statistical measures (AK, NH) 

– Citizen commissions (AZ, CA, MI) 

• How to fix backdoors and loopholes in these reforms using simple 
statistical measures? 

• How to define a doctrine that unifies partisan fairness and Voting 
Rights Act compliance? 

 

State-by-state legal reforms 



Slaying gerrymanders: next steps 

- Sealing loopholes and backdoors in reform initiatives 

- Comprehensive help for activists: state-level policy reports 

- Lowering the barrier for entry: data and code sharing 

- Summer/Fall 2018: Virginia and Michigan 
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