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New Study Reveals All Major Arms Exporters 
Sell to Conflict Zones

First-of-its kind study to comprehensively track arms exporting countries and arms sales to conflict zones in the 21st century

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 (Somerville, MA) – A new study published by the World Peace Foundation (WPF), “Business as Usual: How major weapons exporters arm the world’s conflicts,” reveals that all of the major arms exporting countries have long records of selling to conflict zones, including places where there are significant violations of international humanitarian law and other human rights abuses. 

The report provides comprehensive analysis of the sales records of the top eleven major arms exporting states, including the U.S., several European countries, the U.K., Russia, China, Ukraine, and Israel. It finds that the business of selling weapons is rarely, if ever, impacted by the outbreak of armed conflict, massive repression, or widespread violations of international humanitarian law. 

“War is good business,” said Alex de Waal, World Peace Foundation executive director and research professor at The Fletcher School at Tufts University, “and few countries are willing to reconsider long-established arms relationships even once violence targets civilians.” 

Report author and Research Coordinator at Campaign Against Arms Trade, Sam Perlo-Freeman, argues that, “There is very little evidence that war or armed conflict leads to restraint in arms transfers by major exporters, regardless of whether their stated policies suggest they should.” Across the board, he noted, the primary determinant of whether an arms deal moves forward is an established arms supply relationship.

This report is part of a series of reports in the World Peace Foundation research program, “Defense Industries, Foreign Policy and Armed Conflict,” which is funded the Carnegie Corporation of New York. Subsequent reports focused on the U.S., UK, and France, will analyze factors that may influence arms export decision-making processes, including relationships between governments and defense industrial interests, public opinion, and foreign policy considerations.
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About the World Peace Foundation
Established by the publisher Edwin Ginn in 1910, the World Peace Foundation aims to “educate the people of all nations to a full knowledge of the waste and destructiveness of war and of preparation for war, its evil effects on present social conditions and on the wellbeing of future generations, and to promote international justice and the brotherhood of man, and generally by every practical means to promote peace and goodwill among all mankind.”

About The Fletcher School at Tufts University
The Fletcher School at Tufts University is the oldest graduate school of international affairs in the U.S., working to solve the world’s most pressing challenges through a collaborative, cross-disciplinary approach to research and education. Since 1933, The Fletcher School has prepared the world’s leaders to become innovative problem-solvers in government, business, and non-governmental organizations with strategic cross-sector networks. Through our ongoing commitment and rigorous approach to advancing world knowledge through research and scholarship, The Fletcher School at Tufts University continues to inform and build bridges to meaningful global solutions.

Follow The Fletcher School at Tufts University on Twitter (@FletcherSchool), Instagram (@thefletcherschool), Facebook (@fletcherschool) and LinkedIn (Tufts University – The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy), or visit our website (www.fletcher.tufts.edu) to stay updated on our news and events. 

About Alex de Waal
Alex de Waal is Executive Director of the World Peace Foundation and a Research Professor at The Fletcher School. Considered one of the foremost experts on Sudan and the Horn of Africa, his scholarship and practice has also probed humanitarian crisis and response, human rights, HIV/AIDS and governance in Africa, and conflict and peacebuilding. Professor de Waal received a D.Phil. from Oxford for his thesis on the 1984-1985 Darfur famine in Sudan. He worked for several Africa-focused human rights organizations, focusing on the Horn of Africa, and especially on avenues to peaceful resolution of the second Sudanese Civil War. He also researched the intersection of HIV/AIDS, poverty and governance, and initiated the Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa. De Waal was a fellow at the Global Equity Initiative at Harvard (2004-2006), and Program Director at the Social Science Research Council. He was a member of the African Union mediation team for Darfur (2005-2006) and senior adviser to the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel for Sudan (2009-2012). He was on the list of Foreign Policy’s 100 most influential public intellectuals in 2008 and Atlantic Monthly’s 27 “brave thinkers” in 2009.

About Sam Perlo-Freeman
Sam Perlo-Freeman is a Research Coordinator at Campaign Against Arms Trade, with a particular focus on militarism and security, and the political influence of the arms industry. He is also a Senior Fellow with the World Peace Foundation, contributing to their project on Global Arms Business and Corruption, on which he worked full time from 2016 to 2018.   He was previously a Senior Researcher at the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), from 2007 to 2016. At SIPRI, he worked on issues of military expenditure, arms industry and arms trade, and in particular was head of the SIPRI Military Expenditure project from 2009 to 2016. In this capacity, he completed a project to extend SIPRI’s unique military expenditure database backwards in time from 1988 to the 1950s.  Before that he was a Senior Lecturer in Economics at the University of the West of England, working mostly in the field of defence and peace economics. He holds PhDs in Mathematics and Economics, and is the author of numerous publications on defence and peace economics, development economics, arms industry and trade, and mathematics. Some of Dr. Perlo-Freeman’s recent work has focused on the political economy of the global arms industry and trade, corruption in the arms trade, including World Peace Foundation’s Compendium of Arms Trade Corruption which he initiated, and on understanding and using data on the global arms trade. He was a contributor to Indefensible: Seven Myths that Sustain the Global Arms Trade (by Paul Holden, et al., Zed Books 2016), Project Indefensible and the WPF project detailing the myths of the arms trade.
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