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Mepiinyn

H napovca perém Pacilopevn og 1otopikd ototyein €BVIKOAOYIOTIKOV Kol TANOVCUIOKOV
peyedav, EEKVOVTOS amd TIG apyooTePES TOAELG TOV KOGLOL, Kol POAVOVTAG UEXPL TNV ONUEPIVI
EMOYN, AVOAVEL TNV €EEMEN HeyeBDY TG TOYKOGULOG OTKOVOUTKNG OVATTTUENG LE EULPOCT] OTIG
e&ng tpeic oaotdoelc. H mpdtn ddotaon epuPfabdvel oty oyxéon tov pubpov adénong tov
€0VIKoD €1000MUATOC KOl TNV ELGAVION Kol LEYEOLVOT OA®V TV HEYAA®V TOAEWV TOV KOGLLOVL,
YPNOUOTOIOVTOS 6TATIOTIKA ototyeia amd to 3700 m.X. péypt 1o 2000 p.X. Expetaievopevn
otoyEin Yid TIC yemypopikég 0€oelg Kot tnv eEEMEN TV peyebdV TV TOAE®V, OO TNV ELEAVIOT
TOVG HEYPL oNUEP, OPLoBETEL ETOYES £E0POTG TNG CLYKEVIPWONG TANBVOUDV G€ TOAELS KOl TIG
ovoyetiletl pe v e£EMEN ToL ava KEPAAT €BviKoy e1600MHatog amd 1o 1 p.X. oTIg YOPES OTIG
omoieg avinkav kotd kopovc. H devtepn didotaon euPabivel oty avamtoén tov peyébouvg tmv
Evponaik®v morlemv, ypnoilortotmviog 6totiotikd ototyeia amd to 700 p.X. puéypt o 2000 p.X.
H perém avariel tnv Suvoptkr Tov puBpod avantuéng Tmv mOAewV pe Ao OIKOVOUETPIKES
TOAVOPOUNCELG O GYEOT e PeYEDN OWG TO TOGOGTO UGTIKNG GLYKEVIPOGONS Kot 0 BoOIOGS
OGTIKOTOINGNG TOV YOPOV GTIS OTOIEG AVIIKOLY, 0 BaBrdg aApaTd®doVg avarTuENS, Kot dtdpopa
YEQYPOPIKA LEYEON TTOV EKPPALOVY TOV POLO TOV ATOGTAGEWV OAWV TOV TOALEWV OO TIC O
peydiec moAeg otnv emikpdrela tovg. H tpitn didotaom a&lomotel to omoteAéGHATA TOV dVO
TPOTYOVUEV®V OOGTAGEMV Y1d VO ECTIAGEL GTNV GYE0N UETAED TNG OOTIKNG OVATTLEN G TOAE®V
oav TV ABNva, e TIG 1I6TOPIKEG Kol TOMTIGTIKEG KOTAPOAEG TOVG KO TNV GLYKPLTIKT TOLG BEon
SpéGOL TV aldveV. H pEAETN TP®TOTUTEL GTNV GLYXDOVELGT TPLAOV JUPOPETIKOV BAcemV
IGTOPIKMV Kol OIKOVOLUK®V dedopévav og opilovta yiMeTidv Kot yapoaktnpilet tov fabud ctov
01010 1M SLUVOUIKY] TNG AGTIKNG OVATTLENG OEV dPpa. OUOLOLOPPO TV GTOV YMPO Kot TOV YPOVO,
Kol UTopel VTO MPIGUEVES GLVONKES VO LVTTEPKEPACEL YEMYPUPIKA Kol AL epmddta. TELOC, N
peAén eo0tlalel oty avamTuén g ABnvog cuoyetiloviag, S1UEGOD TOV ABVOV, TNV
oLYKPITIKN TG B€on pe aAleg moOAeS otV Evponn adrd kot Stebvac, emoidkmvtog €Tl
a&loAdyno” TS 101uTEPATNTOS TNG.
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Abstract

The study relies on historical and economic data, starting from the oldest cities worldwide and
reaching to the present, to analyze the evolution of key magnitudes of global economic
development. It emphasizes the following three dimensions. First, it focuses on the relationship
between the growth rate of income per capita and the emergence and growth of large cities
worldwide. Utilizing data on the geographic location of cities and their evolution since their
emergence since 3700 BCE and up to 2000 AD, the study defines a number of historical epochs
associated with key historical and economic events, such as the epoch up to the classical Greek
era, the classical epoch, the creation of New Rome and the Eastern Roman Empire, the Crowning
of Charlemagne, the appearance of the Black Death in Europe, and the beginning of the modern
era. By grouping the data accordingly, it studies the evolution of urbanization and its relationship
to economic growth. Second, using data for European cities from 700 AD to 2000 AD, it studies
the dynamics of urban growth in relation to urban concentration, to leapfrogging of urban
growth, to the microgeographic characteristics of their locations and the properties of the
geographic distribution of cities, relative to the primate, the largest city in their respective states.
Third, using findings from the previous two dimensions it focuses on the development of ancient
cities like Athens in relation to their evolving ranks within the European urban system.
Specifically, relative to other European cities over 700 AD—1900 AD, Athens ranks close to
Naples, Malaga, Porto and Genoa; worldwide from 450 BCE and up to 450 AD, it dominates
Corinth, Syracuse and Taranto, but ranks just below Rome. Since becoming the capital of the
modern Greek state, Athens has lagged behind Thessaloniki but having grown rapidly it overtook
it in the 20™ century and continues its extraordinary growth, while maintaining its visibility much
beyond its relative rank and size throughout its history, being sustained by its cultural identity.

The study innovates by studying ancient urbanization starting from 3,700 BCE down to the
present by relying on several data sets and emphasizing the global leapfrogging of urban growth.
That is, global urban growth is not experienced as uniform growth of all cities but takes instead
sequential form, with rapid growth leaping across space and time, much like growth in per capita
income over the long run worldwide.






